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Proceedings and VOTES 


OF THE 


PARLIAMENT 


0 F 
SCOT L AND, &c. 


youring to faſten, not only upon the Proceed- 
ings, but upon divers of the moſt Honourable 
and Loyal. Members of Parliament, were to be no leſs 
treacherous to his Majeſty, than careleſs of the Reputa- 
tion of that whole Illuſtrions Body ;, as well as of the In- 
tegrity of thoſe Perſons who are ſaid to have ſo much in- 
fuenced the Tranſactions of it; and whoſe chief Crime 
(with thoſe that Malign and Traduce: them) is their 
having expreſſed ſo much Aﬀection and Zeal for His Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Service : And as the repreſenting their 


4 O remain filent under the Aſperſions which ſome 
buſy, but either weak or 11! Men, are endea- 


- Ations' in a true Light, is all that is needful, both to ju- 


ſtify and commend them ; ſo whoſoever will be at the 
pw to examine them, will find them adjuſted to all the 
ules of Law, Religion, and Policy. And as it is not to 


| be doubted, but that whenſoever the Parliament Aſſembles, 
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| they will both vindicate their Proceedings, in Cuſtomary 


and kegal Methods, and exert that Authority which is. 
eftntiat ro-rhem, over” thofe »of- therr own Members; by 
whom they have” been flandered; ſo alt' that is now-20 
be endeavoured in their behalf, is to vouchſafe unto 
the Engliſh Nation Cto whom they. have been miſre- 
preſented) ſuch a 'brief Account” of' their. TranſaCtions, 
with the Occaſions, Reaſons, and Motives of them ; _ as 
may not only; manifeſt the Wiſdom and+Loyalty of: thpt 


Parliament, but demonſtrate beyond all contradictioh,. 


that the only deſign they have been purſuing, was to- 
preſerve and maintain His:Majeſſfies Honour, ſecure and 
eſtabliſh him an Intereſt in the Love and Hearts of his 
People, and make His:Throne firm rand-durable. - - 

It is too_ evident; either to be. denied © or- - Kr 
for, that all the Laws, Priviledges, and Rights -of the 
Kingdom of Scetland, have under the Late Reigns, been 
not only Uſurped upon 'and Tnvaded, but Subverted and 
Oyerthrown. For by gradual Inlargements of the Prero- 
gative, beyond what vas aflowed by\the Rulepof the Con- 
ſtitution, and the Statutes of the Realm, the legal and 
regular Monarchy of the Nation, was ſwelled into an 
Abdicrary and Deſpbtick Power. 'So,: that all; the-Fray- 
chiſes and Rights, which-by: Qriginat Contracts ang; Sub- 
ſoquent Laws. had :been: reſerved unto the - People; were 
either overthrown,.or; enjoyed; precarioully.. Andawe are 
compelled to ſay, that the: Coalition. of * Scvrland with 
England, under one; Monarch, withont: a Union-between 
the Two Nations-into one Legiſlative Body and Livil-Gg- 
vernment,. hath'given great advantages/to-0nr Late :Prin- 
-ces of treating us with a Rigour -and | Loftineſs, that-our 
Anceſtors: were. not. accuſtomed / unto; ' And-'though \a 
ſmall Acquaintance with the Polticks might - have, in- 
ſtruCted the Engl;ſr, that whatſcever-'received-a- firit Im- 
preſſion amongſt: ns, would | ſooner- or. later ' obtain- a 
Kcond Edition amongſt them ; yet they- ſeemid-. either 
not to have foreſeen, or at leaſt not: to haye reſented 
tt, until- the Original ' of King Fame's Abſolute. Power 
wn Scotland (which all :Men -were bound to obey-withogt 
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reſerve.) was copied .over. in-Exgherd, :in bis Claim of Sos 
veraignty,.im diſpenſing! with thoſe /Laws, that were the 
Fenee.abgut) thei ;Safety;) -It was; fromthe: unconcerned- » . 
neſs;,yhielt thei Engit/b-have-tod often teſtified ; 'not to ſay 
the:countenance-they: bave given,('in Relation'to the Uſur- 
DUET Ing over "the. Laws and Libertics 'of 
S that-thoke; Princes hayedeſpiſed the Applications 
magdeuntorthem, well by Parliaments, .as by the Nobi- 
li: and; Gentry, for Tredrfſing, their Grievances and 
that-the [Netion-remained : fo long diſcouraged from : re- 
lieving -ic ſelf-in thoſe Metiiodsi that were' left it. And as 
the :Seots-did for many Years ſadly feel and experience, 
into what 'Excels their -Kings grew vp in Uſurping upon 
their /Laws-and Liberties z from a hope and confidence of 
being juſtified -and ſupported -in thofe Invaſions by the 
Strength and Treaſare:of' England: So the Engliſh cannot 
be altogether inſenhible, how Charles the'Secgnd not only 
canfronted their Bill of Excluſion in England, with an At 
in Scotland for the Hereditary Succeſkon of his Brother, 
but what large Breaches he was encouraged to make upon 
their Rights and Priviledges, after his having obtained an 
Alliftance of 22000 Men, to be enaCtted and granted unto 
him :by Law in Scotland, and thoſe to be uted in what 
places. and upon what occaſions he ſhould pleaſe to imploy 
them. Nor are we: able ſuſfictently to expreſs our Obli- 
gations to His.Preſent Majeſty, who being extremly ſen- 
ſible, that -our remaining diſunited in our Governments, 
and.two: diſtin Monarchies, though: link'd together un- 
der one Monarch, hath been one. of the great Occafions 
and chief Sources. of . our common Miſeries and Oppreſli- 
ons.3 and being deſirons.both to redeem us from the ille- | 
gal-Sufferings-we have already felt, and to obviate thoſe 
which might break:in upon-us under future Reigns, hath 
therefore invited:the Nations to ſuch an Union'of ſtrength, 
Councils :and Legiſlative Authority, as may render them 
a.Defence to each othier ; and not Inſtruments and Tools 
of -enſlaving; one another, and a mutual Prey. Which as 
all wiſe and:good Men. do earneſtly long for, ſo the com- 
monJhtereſt-of--the-two Nations obliges them ſpeedily to 
endeayonur. | But 


5 _ . 
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. which much of their Invaſion'upon the 'Scor's Priviledges- 
is tobe” aſcribed,” and unto which we: are forced to re- - 
ſolve many of our Mifſeries, as the -Spring' whence they 
have flowed. '- For upon the Succeſſion of 'our Kings to + 
the Crown of | England, and their fixing their Royal Abo 
and Regal - Seat '1n". that Kingdom 3 they are” theretipon 
fallen into a Method- of ' deriving their knowledg of Scoriſh 
Laws and Cuſtoms, of being informed of the Grievances 
of: that Nation, and. of receiving Impreſſions 'of Perſons - 
and Things from-one or two Ml - choſen to reſide 
about them, und 'in order thereunto advanced. into Places 
of Horiour and” Fruſt z -ant! who. too often: have been 
. fourid"to want either the Honeſty, Wiſdom, or Courage 
requiſite 'in thoſe-upon whom: ſo much comes to be de- 
volved. Surely the World: hath had ſafficient- Evidence 
in the Miniſtry of the late Doke Lauderdale, what Miſ- 
chiefs a Perſon in his Poſt about the King may be inſtru- 
mental in bringing upon the Kingdom of :Scorlaud: For tho 
he was endowed. with: too much Wit and Courage, to 
be cither*hector'd or wheedt'd; to be any-Man's Too] and 
Property: yet" through lack of Probiry on: the' one. hand, 
and exceſs of : Ambition'on the-other, he was" eafily pre- 
vaiPd -upon to- become an Inſtrament of ruining; and en- 
flaving his Country. What may Scotland then dread; if. 
a Perſon ſhould be hoooured with the Charadter and Truſt 
of Secretary for: that. Kingdom, [in whom all the'Oualifi- 
cations 'for ſo conſiderable! a Station, were the Teting 
decently, the entertaining:one with a grave Nod, or if. you 
pleaſe, a Grimace inſtead: of a ſold Reaſon ;; the maki 
thoſe whom ' he 'judgeth Court-Favourites,: bjs unerring 
Oraclcs ; and learning the Cuſtoms, Rights and Laws of 
his Nation, from them that never did, nor were. obliged 
to know'them ; the recommending thoſe to'be Privy-Coun- . 
cellors to the King, who withſtood his being ſo; the fa-- 


vouring 
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vouring thoſe in obtaining the- Office- of proſecuting No- 
cents, who "ſtand ":accuſed- for endeavouring to ſubborg 
Witneſfes for deſtroying the Innocent 4 and, as-an" Addi- 
tion0 all 'thoſe Accompliſhments, ſhould beſo ſwallowed 
up in the immoderate Love of the World, that inſtead of 
having his Thouzhts exerciſed about the Service, Grandeur, 
and Safety of his Maſter, ſhould be wholly imploy'd how 
to ingroſs the conſiderable Places of the Kingdom, for in- 
riching his Family. Into what Inconveniences may the 
beſt Prince be eaſily drawn, if his Secretary be unable to 
adviſe him what he may legally do, and what he may not ? 
With what Facility is a weak and eaſy Perſon in that 
Poſt, miſled by an Engliſh Miniſter of State, who has a 
mind to be revenged upon Scotland for rejefting Epiſco- 
pacy ? How may a Crafty and Treacherous Courtier, that 
hath a purpoſe to play an after-game for the late King, 
influence a Scots Secretary, unskilled in the Politicks, to im- 
broil his preſent Majeſty with his People in Scotland ; and 
all for this, that the Abdicated Monarch may have a'new 
Throw for his Crowns again ? Yr" but one Perſon 
in' Office about the King for the Aﬀairs of Scotland, and 
him to be extreamly timerous, What fatal Cuuncils, under 
the fear of the Whip, may he be prevaiPd upon to ſuggeſt 
and give ? Hence it is evident what Diſadvantages thoſe 
of that Nation lie under, of having both their Perſons 
and Actions miſrepreſented, 'and their Rights and Liber- 
ties undermined and invaded ; and that as well by reaſon 
of the King?s reſiding conſtantly 'at fo great a diſtance 
from them, as becauſe of his having no more.Counſellors 
uſually about him, in reference to their Afﬀairs, than who' 
( as a French King was pleaſed to expreſs it:) may all ride 
upon "one Horſe. | | 

Now as it was the Oppreſlion and Slavery under which 
we 'had- been brought, that readred His Majeſties Under- 
raking in coming into theſe Kingdoms with an armed 
Force, in order to redeem them, both honourable. and 
juſt :* So it was the hope cf being delivered by him from. 
Miſery” and Bondage, that encouraged us firft to invite, 
and "then to co-operate with him in the Proſecution and”. 
Accotmpliſhment of his glorious Deſign. It was the. In- 


vaſons upon our Laws that we complained of, and from 
B which 


wing t _ 

fe o deſnres to: have:vedrie 

. their Laws have been nates, _s hen 

they are-to blame for inſiſtiog-upon it aa Glainy 2g 
and ſhould rather crave it. a5 an AQt.of - —_—E if 
find the want of it prejudicial-to the; Nation. But if 
what is required--do- either appear to: : have been wreſted: 
fron the Nation, or that through their. 005 PTA. 6, 
they will be upon all- occaſions obnoxious #50 oe 

and - Inthralledy; we: may: then aſftre- our elyes,. 

"Majeſty is too juſt, as" well as good, to-deny them. 5 
as His Majeſty doth gengroufly: acknowledg, in his Decla- 
ration emitted-at. the: Hague; for the reſtoring 5 oe Lane 

' and 'Eiberties of tho:Kingdom of. Scotland, | 

« who' are-concerned:in the. Laws, et Ls 

« eſtabliſhed by. Liwfub: Avthority-in..@ Nation, ; are JIn- 

« difpenſibly bound to-endegyour to preſerve and . main- 

& tain' the fald Laws, Liberties, and Cuſtoms z,.1a. Fs doth 

po __ the' wh roms —_— ; Geredly promiſe, ths 7 

i 'd'in 'what::he way: andertaki 

S rs ihe: only. free- that ringdom-fromall kings je of 

<< Popery and Arbitrary Power: for: the: fat; re, and. de- 

_ <livet it from what at that time did expole. it; to-both,, 

& but ſettle it-by Parliament upor- ſucha-1o Sol, 26:t0 

© its Religious/2nd-Civil'Concers, as ſhould ;moſt cfiedu- 

Aly" redteſs: all - ther Grievances: under which: In bp 

; WY mc i\Andtherefare-as'we-are not to; Erwwark hat 

ment; which it the whole courke of. its T:7-5 
hath teſtified ſo': much Love, Loyalty and, Iyey for- Hig 
Majeſty, both in-advancing 'Him- unto, and ahi 
Hint 10 the Throne, wit abridg and . teen, any. of. the 

_ joft-and/legab Prexogatives:-of:-Hjs Grown j11.or £ 

© ahy Priviledgy Right or Immmnnity,, which, t thejs; .Aricelts 4 

haye'rivt bees poſleſied of winder the-beſt and; moſk Glori- 

ous as well 'as Ancient Reigns5 ſo it were mL nee, to 

- Think; that a'Prince: of i ſo much Wiſdom, Gaodneſs,, Ho- 

__ now, Joſtice and Truck, as; His) Majeſty.-is known.-to. be, 

"Hook either aulſiſt- ant detaining, from His People, 

waat 
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" whien Tires Tarmainent!nave - congetcendedivpon'ss necells 

--— "But aFHis'Majefties delaying 'to gratify the deſires. of 
'His Peopke, #5 not the effect of Choice-and Inclination, 
but the reſylr of aForcepat upon him rhrough the {ini- 
Nrous Repreſentations'given (him of- their Demands; both 
"as Megahz-z1d-as incroachwents- upon the Royal -Autho- 
"rity': 'So-we 0 not 'wonder that the fame-Perſon ſhould 
Kh. AQions of a Parliament, -and-inlinuate into 
'his Maſter unjuſt and falſe -goties of -rheir Votes, «who 
-hath had *both- the 'Impudence and: Treachery -to-endea- 
your to Polkt6"the King with/Diflogal - Charatters-of -his 
-moft dyutifol, 'beft and 'ufeful 'Subjects. And ſeeing 'his 
A city both as '@ Lawyer, 'and- His'Majefties Advocate, 
*hatirnot ſervell to inſtrutthim of the danger, nor to-re- 
*Fratn him from *Leaſing-making (which is' Freafon' by 
-the Law 'of Srofland) it (is to-be hop'd: that the Perſons 
'wwhom'he hath 'criminally-Nandered, will have the cou- 
-rape to 'Intpeach "him 'and that the -Parliament; will 


"rare HL Julllice to condemn him tothe Puniſhment that 


-the''Eaw 'adjudgeththim unto. Nor can it be matter of 
© &ftoniſtment-to @ny, ''to "find -a Perſon -impoſing upon 
His MajeRty-in reference to the 'Laws, Rights, and Co- 
 ſtoms of His Country, «who 'has-had the Impudenece: as 
«well as Valice, ttobrand thofe forRepublicans, -by whoſe 


Power,” Zeal, ard Intereſt, the Crown-came to he con» 


*fert'dupan the preſent King. ' But they muſt be'Petfons 
hr 2' very—fhott 'Profpect, -who 'do not perceive, -that 
"they ' who zre endeavonring*to-reſtore Ring Fames, at- 
"connt it .expetiient to, blaſt thofe-in-bis preſent Majeſties 
; Fitevn 5 nunider* the reproachful -name' of Republicans, 
*who have; the Loyalty and Courage tto- venture | their 
-whote'*for-his Crown and 'Dignity, - and -to -withltand 
'thofe '1'Men in what they are about. And 1-will ven- 
-ture*to ay it *freely, that as "it. is -ngt -Names, bnt 
'*Things which wiſe" Menſeek.-and -purſue- : © So there iy 
© no tnore-requiredito the freeing bort"Sperkand Ald Gag" 
B 2 
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and rhat- he. make the! known Taws.the. Menſure-land: 

Stardard of- his Governinent. [While amther 'CaHtravy'” it; 
_ is; che Power of..ill Miniſters (if? His-Majefty/bearken 

unto - them) to withdraw. nine- parts of ten: of the op: 

«ple in; fix Months; from their : Love: of Monarchy, 

' t9-force . them--upon wiſhing -- for--a Comer Wealeb. 
; And had it:not been forthe view which -the-Nations:un- 
<iF- the -laſt; Reign had -of- theic Royal Highneſles the 
Prjnce-apd Princetle-of Orange, . and the- aſſurance: they 

entertained. of-.enjoyingitheis Laws and Priviled, 8S,7.Un- 
der..their Gqvernment.;and; Authority, be Maths which 
thelate: King; took;rand 'the.:Counſels he. followed; wonld: 
inſtead of -the Tranſlation ofthe: Crown to: Their & jan 
_ Majeſties, have pur- an end:ito the Monarchy. -: 

(Wh thing: ſo attright. conſidering. Perfons fromadditted- 

co. Monarchy, as the leaving the. [Nations under the 

TEE 'Condutt. and. Authority, _ thoſe, very. Men, by: 

. whoſe; Counſcls and. Management. the late-King cameo 

 forefaultHis Crown; . ſeeing-.Jome. will YER) ory 
as iro imagine, that ..it cannot be;,.u onal: King 

that "they-come to be uſed, OS oy nature-of -the 

. Spveramedg re uirgs.” them, or at. leaſt Perſons of, their 
-Pragciple, 200g ud Rplikepl Comp lexions.. ....-- 
nr. the-preſent Embarraſs. of Hs Mie 
pocrue + Patios, of. Scotland. is. wholly- cauſed by 
: Hd ygeate's abuling His Majeſty i in.: the Account, hes nk 
-grycq-him,. both. of, the, Rights and Jeon, of the 
_ Eſtates 1D: Fiapent Aſembled,.'and. of the :La ws.znd 
- Cuſtoms: oh, th "Ripgdoms >.I ſhall therefore. in "Ord YM 
So GRars ec with all.the. Wiſe and Loyal px 

of;Mank and the. 5 arcane the King/s Eat, wb 
tracking, upon fo the Royal-[ndignation , Publiſh the/Prin- 
_cip! £ gpoR which he buildsall the Advis be Fompmntcaterh 
-58 his,Maſter rand oc which he ſeeks ta. poyſon and 

X "ln Royal. ct An an -js,, That the Kiag 
Ware later from Up FonS hich 5 yaghe 


Ty 
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8::had the: 
alſertagd. ito-ſeek:; ito: juſtif] 
ment. Now whoſoever 
examining; the; tendency of this -Priociple,,.'will find the: 
natural-.Gonſequences; of it-.to be, [That the: Prince! and: 
People-mult 'not. only Live in; a. conſtant jealouſy; and, 
dread ofi ons, another z..but muſt always be_ imbark'd in. 
an- inteſtine War.; Nar. is it ta 'be avoided; unleſs either 
by..,the. King's arriving at. the height- of Tyranny, and* 
the: Peoples Snking into. the Abyſs of Slavery, or by 
the..Subjefts..graſping -the , whole Power and Authority; 
axd, leaving untd.:the King an empty Name: , Yea, it is 
a lin ing2.06* Ihe .very.:end' for. which Government 
was ordained of | God,. and ſubmitted unto by* Men; ſee- 
ing. that: was nathing elſe, but that, the whole Society, 
comprehending Ruter and Ruled; : might have - but, one 
Common-Political Intereſt; for: the. Defence and Security 
whereof. each of..them were to have their, re[peCtive Nu- 
ties allotted nts, them : .,** Nay, the very; Prerogatiye 
&« acknowledged ta belong, unto the King, is nothing fave 
<a;Power truſted with: him,..in . Relation toſome Caſes 
*. that may: emerge». by ,which he may be the better ena- 
&©bled.to- preſerye the. ſafety of ' the Community, and- to 
&« provide for,.the benefit of: the Publick.”;, Nor could Sir 
F — D-—»le. take; a more effedtual Courſe to Nphlant 
the: King,.in. the:Hearts of his People, and to; poſletsthim 
with a Horror of,,and an Alienation-fromhis Government, 
yp by his. $I within the. Larllamnent oy ares 
.Fhat.the, King hath, a ſeparate Iagerelt from'rhat” of his 
People, jand by; Gor equeiee” tha he is ta\Ptomiote, and 
pintain .ity with.the Neg iF nbt.the Rome of theirs; 
neither, is there any. thing\more, propable than thr? che 
 Advacate..xented-it. in Treachety-tohis'Majelfy, whom 
out;of. a Love to .the. late King, and*a' Detire” ro have 
-him,..xeſtored,.. be ſeeks. to. undermine: and (betray: For 
SE hack hereby ſo ;alarm's, the People '19- reference” to 
His .Majeſtics Goverpiment, 2nd filfdthein withithoſ'dif- 
*ma]; Apprehenfions 'of what they.ate*to''expett; in"taſe 
the King have a ſeparate Intereſt from Theirs, 'that — 
| | wh 
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 endeayguring to Juſtify the*former Reign, by. 

. expoſe. and iſe ce * in Dre pode rp etryoi 
cover VER I WY that 't ns /uiito, 'for 


hat they are. dbny 
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Meaſures of Law, Juſtice, 
1 Fatty. in har they demand? Nor was the! Partia-. 
meot un A Bro REED bf. fuck. Motives far encroaching; 
upon ris ing*s. Prerogative, as. thelk. Gentlemen were, for. 
aying both the-Juri{dittion; of. Parlizmene, andthe Pri 
elſes of the N ation. For- having facrificed all the Laws; 
& Rights of the Kiogdom, undes "the. lars, Reign, tothe 
L alt 3nd 2nd 'of one Azbitrary.and DeſpoticalMonarch.; $4 
they caultdo.no leſs both by the Rules of Policy and Uni- 
Ok ot "than .endeayour to velt his preſent Majeſty: ig the. 


ns 0, former Privces.; there being,no ſuch, way for. 
Tr toE! iT pd the Bar, a8, to.prevail with the Judg 
to receive and [iu ſtolen Goods. And. for the 


King;to rely npon "being info med by Sir F. D——ple, what 
15 the Prerogative of. the Crown? and whatare Rights and 
riflictions of Parliament ? is.as if King 7ames*s Attarney- 
ral were to be madethe. Oracle off the Court,.in refe- 
rence to what. Crimes and Offences Peers and/Gentlemen 
FN 'ro, be: ngemnet and..execnted for; and for what 
allyres and 0 Miſcarriages Cities and Corporations were ts 
aa) r Charters, and to be deprived of, their Fran- 
Cauld the Parltament have lens gviley of ſo.lmpu- 
Es well. 38 Criminal a Thing, as ro arr pon the 
atiyes of the Crown, and to rob his Majeſty of 

$, it. would have been,more for their Profic 

AT ary to have effeuated it in relation to the diſpoſal 
of Offices of State, and. of Military, Commands, than to 
aim meerly a Tight of inter pol z and that. only. tn. the 
Gafe of a'total cl Nara wh Wes efſion, abayt the approving 
Fi Perſons nominated Magty to judicial Places. For 
hereas rhe four hed look ike the putting edn 
Zito a condition of giving check to their Prince, whenever a 
Capricio ſhould.take them, and they ſhould fancy themſelves 
agrieved ; all thag can be aimed at, or poſſibly compalſed 
by the latter, is. to have Juſtice equally adminiſtred 3CcOrs 
ding.to the known Laws, which is no leſs his MajcſticsIn- 


ol eſt than his Datys to make wile apdcarcful Proviſion for 


HET . 
og 


In g wort mould Jem command as 
belief that'a wht Parliament, who.n alt 
and” Juſtice ;' atid where there are ſo [many "Perſons of 
Vertue, Honour, Probity, and Knowledg of the Laws and 
Cuftons of - the Nation, ſhould be more Ft of 
voting juſtly, and challenging nothing but their legal 
Rights, than that only four - Men ſhould be found inſiſting 
upon 'what is Right ; and they,” ſuch as moſt of them, have 
beeti Tools and Inſtruments in the Breaches made upon the 
Rights and Liberties of the Nation. ; 

"And as the whole Blame is to be intirely lodged upon a 
few Miniſters about his Majeſty, both as to the delay that 
hath been given to redreſs any of the' Scots Grievances, 
ind as to the diſpnting'ef the Equity and Juſtice 'of attu- 
ally relieving them from ſome ;, ſo' beſides the Confidence 
that all Good*Men are poſſeſkd with, from the Conſidera- 
tion of his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that all will 
beat laſt accommodated'to the King's Honour, and the 
Peoples univerſal Satisfattion'; the Conceſlions his Majeſty 
hath ately granted, with reference to. the Articles, e- 
ven” againſt 'the Opigiton 'of his Miniſters, is as'an Ear- 
neſt- and Pledg what*his People may exſpect in refe- 
rence to the reſt, if it can be made appear, that what 
is further inſiſted vpon, and humbly deſired of him, 
is' the relieving of his Subjects, and ' not the robbing 
of himſelf; \the/ being kind to his People, and 'not un- 
juſt 'to'the Crown'; and the exerciſing Mercy to all, with- 
our being ctueland unrighreons to any.. So that we are 
become obliged, in' point of Duty to his Majeſty, before 


whom our Deniands and Claims lie, and from the Refpe&t 


we owe to the Engliſh'Nation, ng NE ET Matters 
are both publickly diſcourſed, and differently repreſented 
and cenſured : 'And finally, by the Juſtice'we account due 
to the Parliament of Scorland, whoſe Moderation is not only 
queſtioned by reaſon of their Demands, but alſo their Loy- 
alty : - 1 ſay, we are become obliged, by all theſe. Motives 
and Inducements, to enter into a detail of the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars in Controverſy, between ſome oF his Majeſty*s Mi-. 
niſters,and the:Parliament of Scotland; and not only to ſtate 
with what diſtinCtneſs weare able, the ſeveral heads ſubjected 
to debate, but to give all that ſupport & enforcement from 

Reaſon, 
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- Reaforn, Law ind Cuffoin, to the Expediency, as well: as 
"Equity of them, that wejudg to be requiſite;. and that..we 


can difpatch in the narrow room which. we have confined 


_ onr ſelves unto. 


In porfuance of 'which lindertaking, We will begin with 
the Vote to which the Royal Aſſenr is not given ;-that-re- 


ferreth'to the difabling and' precluding Perſons from pub- 


lick Truſts and Imployments. And this we the rather do, 
both becauſe we can diſcharge our[Hands the: ſooneſt of it, 


and becauſe it is the moſt cenſured by ſome of the Enpiiſh, 


from an apprehenſion that what-of this Nature - paſſeth 
into an ACt at Edinburgh, may be drawn into Preſident at 


' Weftminſter. But that every one may judge of it, and 


what fhall be offered in the Vindication of the Neceflicy 
and Juſtice ' thereof, 1 ſhall preſent the Reader with a 
Tranſcript of the Vote : The King and Puecens Majeſties 
conſidering that the Eftates of thu Kingdom, have by their 
Vate, declared ther Senſe and Opinion, That ſuch as have 
im the former Evil Government been grievous to the Nati- 
on; or have Fre Diſaffeftion to the happy Change , by 
the” Bleſſing of God now brought about , or have been Re- 
tarders and Obſtrufters of the good Deſigns of the ſaid Eſtates 
in their. Meeting , are not fit to be amploy'd in the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of. th Kingdem; Do with Advice and 
Conſent of the Eſtates of Parliament now Aſſembled, Sta- 
tute and 'Ordain, That no Perſon of whatſomever Rank or De- 
gree , who in the former Evil Grvernment have been grie- 
worts to the Nation, by Aﬀting in the Incroachments., men- 
toned in, the Articles of the Claim of Right, which ave de- 
clared to be contrary to Law, or who bave. ſhewed Diſaffe- 
ion to the happy Change, by the Bleſſing of God new brought 
abont , by atting in Oppeſitien thereunto y ſincs the time 
that the Kinf and Queen now Reigning were Prociaimed, or 
2ho bath been a Retarder or Obſtrutter of the goud Deſigns 


"of the faid- Eftates; viz. The ſecuring the Proteſtant 'Reli- 


pion, jbe ſetling the'Crown, the eftabliſhirg. the» Rights of 
rhe Leiges ,"* and the redreſſing their Grievances , by Adting 
contrary '#0 theft good Deſigns, fince the time that-they 
= = + "8 C ; became 
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become  publick. by Votes , and' AQs of the Meeting, be | 


Place, or 
dom. ahi 
I fuppoſe the Reader by this dime ſurprized at"the'un- 
reaſonableneſs of the Age we live in, that there ſhonld 
be Men fonnd ſo void of Senſe and Underſtariding, as to 
fpy out any thing bere, that deſerves to be clamovur'd a- 
gainſt,, or which 'is worthy to: be complain'd of: Every 
Line breathes of: that Lenity and Moderation, that it ſa- 
vours Father of a defett of Juſtice; than of any exceſs of ic ; 
and the ntmoſt hereby deſigned', is- only a difabling a'few 
wicked Men from ruining us for the future, and not a pv- 
niſhing of them for what they have done; for as there are 
none excepted as-to Life, ſo-the few defigned to be debar- 
xed from Offices, are deſcribed and charactered after ſuck 
a manner, that the very employing them will Diſhonour 
His Majeſty; and Diſgrace bis Government. There is no 
abridging His Majeſties Mercy ; only an endeavour to 
maintain the Juſtice of his Undertaking in coming to De- 
liver us. For having charged the late King's Evil Coun- 
ſellors; and them only, with the Crimes upon which he 
| Sm both the Righteouſneſs and the Neceſſity of his 

xpedition : Whoſoever is ſo viſlanous as to adviſe him'to 
uſe them, can deſign no leſs than deriving an Afperſion 
upon his 'Wiſdom, Juſtice and Sincerity. And if the- Na- 
tions be not delivered from thoſe againſt whom he de- 
clared, how ſhall we be able to anſwer his Enemies,” who 
accuſe his coming hither, to have been upon another Mo- 
tive? For what his Friends affirm to have been beſtowed 
upon him as the-Reward only of his Expedition, and of 
the Deliverance he wrought ovt for us; his Adverfaries 
will be encouraged both to believe and ſay, was the Prin- 
cipal, if not ſole end of it: Nor is it meerly needful in or- 
der to the Vindication of His Majeſties glorious Underta- 
taking in coming- into Brittain , That they who 'were the 
Inſtruments of our” Slavery and Oppreſlion under the for- 


alewed 16 poſh, of be edited into an PUBrck Fowjh, 
| loyment , under Their Majeſties'\in this King- 


mer Government, ſhould be precluded: from afl ſhare of. 


the 
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the Adminiſtration under. this.; but it is allo neceſſary for 


the reconciling the Love and Obedience of the People to His 
Majeſties Perſon and Authority. Courtiers may fancy, 


that.if one be-able.,: he-is qualified, without other Ingredi- 
-ente, to.be a Miniſter of State: But the moſt part of Mar- 


kind do always look. for ſome degrees of Honeſty in thoſe 
advanced. into the chief Offices in the Government, Nor 
will People eaſily - believe, that they who betrayed their 
Laws, Rights and Friviledges, under one Reign, Will ever 
Adminiſter Juſtice equally, or defend them in their Pro- 
percies under-anocher. Men .may have preſent eaſe, but 
they will be always-in fear whilſt they remain in the hands 
of their old Opprellors. + lc is impoſlible to keep up in the 
minds of the Vulgar, honourable Thoughts of King W:l;- 
am's Government, if he will chuſe co work with King 
Fames's Tools. -Whoſoever Counſels His Majeſty, to em- 
ploy thoſe that were.the Inſtruments of the former Tyran- 
ny, muſt- intend to bring him under a Suſpicion, both of 
approving that, and of deſigning the like. No man en- 
vieth his Majeſties pardoning the. worſt of his and 
che Kingdoms Enemies; but we cannot avoid pitying 
him, and bewailing our ſelves, that he is perſuaded to uſe 
them ; yea the Royal forgiveneſs ought co confine it ſelf 
to limits; and much more ſhould a Prince ſet Bounds to 
himſelf in the Honours and Pceferments which heis plea- 
ſed to beſtow. Now haying mentioned his Majeſties 
Grace, I'll venture to ſay, That afcer all the Mercy he 
hath exerciſed towards his own and. his Peoples Ene- 
mies, there -is not one either Converted to his Intereſt 


. by it, or- that reckons himſelf obliged to him for it. But 


inſtead- of attributing their impunity to His Majeſties 
Graces: they. aſcribe it to the Puſillanimicy of the Govern- 
ment-;'-and in the room of being brought over to ſerve 
him, they. are emboldened to go on in their Conſpira- 
cies againſt His Perſon and Dignity. Nor will they ever 
account themſelves indebted to his' Mercy, till he hath 
made ſome of them the Objects of his Juſtice. Bur to re- 
turn to What I am upon ; ſhould not ſuch an eaſy Animad- 

GC 2 verſion 
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verſion be inflicted ' upon thoſe -who have" opprefſed us, 


as the being ſhnt out from Truſts -and Imploys in the 
Government, We ſhonld both' tempt” them and: others 
to repeat the ſame Crimes upon 'the firſt opportunity thae 
is offer'd unto them. Yea, if inſtead of falling under 
ſuch 'a gentle Mortification, they ſhould \be preferred 
to the chief places of Honour and Profit in the Kingdom, 
Villainy wifl be committed in order to Merit ; and Men 
of brutal and Profligate Principles, will ſeck' to exceed 
in Urjuſtice and Treacbery, that they 'may be: though 
to excel in Deſert. And though thronugh the Moderation, 
Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Juſtice of Their 'Mzjeſties, we 
may eſcape the Conſequences of ſuch a Mechod during 
Their Reign, ( which I pray God' may be long) yet Po- 


ſterity will loſe moſt of the benefit of this Revolution, for 


want of adjudging thoſe ro puniſhment, that have been 
Traytors to Societies, and Cannibals to Mankind in 
this Age, whereby to deter others from being ſuch in the 
next. The Counſel given to Princes by the Supream 
Sovereign by whom they Reign, is, That they ſhould'pn- 
niſh exorbitant Offenders, to inftruct others to: fear and 
forbear doing wickedly : But the Advice thruſt upon His 
Majeſty by ſome ill Men about him, is, That ke ſhould 
cheriſh and advance them without regard to the effets 
that may attend it. - What a ſtrange 1dea will it give the 
World of our Government, if the rewards of Vertne be 
made the recompences of Crimes ? And how: ſhall we 
lift up our Faces to God or Men, if the MalefaQtors un- 
der the laſt Reign, not only efcape under this withour 
Chaſtiſements, but inheric' the Preferments and Emolu- 
ments of it. If what I bave ſaid be not ſufficient touſti- 


fie both the expediency and equity of the forementio- 


ned Vote, I hope the Experience the King hath. had of | 


that ſort of People, ſince he' received them into: his parti- 
cular Favour, and Principal Service; will reconcile him 
unto a better Opinion of it, and ſhew bim the-neceſlicy 


of turning thoſe ont of Office whom his Parliament would - 


have. prevented his taking in.” Boch the Nations are ſen- 
| ſible 
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fible- of! His Majeſties being betray'd,. both in. his Coun- 
cils, and in his Affairs; and it is very eaſy to gueſs by 
whom 'it is done. For none ſo likely to undermine his 
Throne, as they who endeavoured to binder and obſtruct 
his Afcenging to it: Nor can any Man be Traytors to this 
King, but they who were the Inſtruments of thelaſt King's 
Tyranny. The Cobler's Au's and Ends are unſuicable 
Furniture in the Painter's Shop. Neither will they ever 
ſerve this King with, faithiulneſs in bis vindicating the 
Kingdoms into Liberty, who were the Sworn Vaſlals to 
his Predecellors Deſportical Will, and his. Tools for op- 
preſling and enſlaving the Nations. Beſides the damage 
they have branght npon the Nations, and the Treaſure 
they have unprofitably waſted , 'They have been the Oc- 
caſjon of loting His Myslty more Honour in one Year, 
than all his Foreign Campaigns ever did fince he firſt 
Commanded ' Armies, and preſided in Counci!s; and 
fhould he be prevailed upon by the Adulation 2nd Arti- 
fice of any about him to truſt the Condutt and Manage- 
ment of his Afﬀairs in the ſame Eands for one other Year, 
it may be eaſily foretold, without Conſulting the Stars, 
that we ſhall not be in a Condition on the third to fave 
either him or our ſelves. Ard as we have no diſtin@ Inte- 
reſt from His Majefties, fo all we deſire is, That he would 
vigorouſly Eſpouſe and Afſert tis own, upon which we 
ſhall both believe and Proclaim our ſelves happy. For 
the Vipers durit not hiſs but for the warmth they receive 
through being lodg'd in his Boſom. Bur to conclude this 
head ; Iam extreamly miſtaken, if they who have occa- 
fioned and promoted the Quarrelling at the forementioned 
Vote; do not find that tbey have conſalted worſe for them- 
ſelves, than was deſigned or intended by thoſe who they ac- 
connt for their Enemies. For this Parliament will undoubted- 
Iy at their next Aſſembling, be ſo far from departing from 
what they have Vored, that inſtead of acquieſcing there, and 
being contented with the having the betrayers of their 
Laws, the. Oppreſſors and Murderers of the Leiges, and 


the Obſtrutors of the King and Kingdoms CY 
only 


(522. EY : 

. only deþarr'd-and:excluded froty Places of Preferments%* 
Profit and. Truſtin\the: Goveenment;" thiat they will be 
juſtly, provoked, ard fee ito de indiſpeniſibly neceffary tc 
Impeach and Proceed capirally'againft ſome of chem, Thei 
deſpiſing as welas-reſoſing of Lenity, will derive npouſe., 
. them the ſeverities'their Crimes at firſt deſerved, but whickj a 
that Prudent, Temperate, and Indulgent Senate , were}, 
' willing to have mitigated by exchange of them into mild-' 
er, And as weare folly aſſured, thar ſo wiſe and good ag 
Prince as His Majeſty,” can never entertain either mean ,, 
or. diſtruſtful thoughts" of'a Parliament, that hath given Þ,, 
him ſo many and emirient Teſtimonies of their Loyalty;*; 
much leſs be '/prevailed upon to Diſſolve them, while the 
.Nation is in ſo- Diſtreſſed and Unſferled a Condition ; an: ; 
Armed Enemy in its Bowels, and the ferment every. 7 
where ſo biph, that nothing can allay it, bur their being 
continued, and being allowed to meet at the appointed, 
day to which they are Adjourned ; ſo we are .noleſs aſſu- 
red, that they who are ſaid to be the Zealots in this Par- 
liament, and to have the chief ConduCt of, and the pre- 
vailing ſway -in all Buſineſs and Afﬀairs that come be- 
fore it, can neicher miſs being choſen into, nor baye leſs 
Intereſt and Efteem' in another. So long. as. Perſons of 
Fortune , Quality, and Intereſt , continue to aflert. the 
Laws and Rights of their Countrey, and to purſue the 
joint Intereſt of the King and Kingdom ; the Obloquies 
caſt upon them by ſuch as dread and diſlike their Cou- 
rage and Integrity, will only increaſe their Reputation, / 
and Qblige all thoſe Senators and Members of Parlia- 
ment , that are honeſt, to put the more yalue upon 
them. But to Superſede all fear of this Parliaments 
" being Diſſolved, without both Aſſembling, and Diſpatch- 
_ buſineſs, the King by a Law, to which the Royal - 
Aſlent was given the laſt Sefſion, abridged himſelf of all 
Power in that Matter. For in the AQ that paſt the ficft 
of Fuly, whereby Prelacy 'and the Superiority of any | 
Office in the Church above Presbyters, is aboliſhed, it is | 
declared, That the King and 2ucen's Majeſfties, with the Ad- * 
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wice #1d Conſent of the Eftates 'of thir Parliament, will [ertle 


1 b.Þy Lew, that Church-Government in the Kingdom, which is 
moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People. So that who- 
24 & ever ſhall have the Impudence to adviſe His Majeſty to 


Diffolve this Parliament, before there be by Law ſome 
}hic;,Oovernment erected in the Church , Doth both tempt him 
| re violate his Faith, and co trample upon one Expreſs Sta- 
ala. vte, to which himſelf hath given the Royal Aſſent. 
od a; The next conteſted Vote that we are to Addreſs our 
; ben: ſelves unto, and whereof we are to demonſtrate the Le- 
a gality, Reaſonableneſs, and Neceſſity, is that which re- 
1:2 ates unto the Privilege of the Eſtates of Parliament, in 
h nominating and appointing Committees, of which I do 
Me here ſubzoin an Authentick Copy. Foraſmuch as the meet- 
2” 2g of the Eſtates of this Kingdom, did by their Vote of the 
BF Eleventh of April laſt, repreſent among other Grievances, 
INS That the Committee of Parliament called the Articles, is a 
7 great Grievance to the Nation, and that there ought to be no 
"U- Committees of Parliament, but ſuch as are freely Choſen by the 
al- Eſtates, to prepare Motions and Overtures that are firſt Tabled 
Ki in the Houſe : Therefore Their Majeſties with the Advice 
">" and Conſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, do Enatt and 
Declare , That it is the undoubted Privilege of the Three 
of Eftates of Parliament, to Nominate and Appoint Commit- 
rees of Parliament of what Number of Members they pleaſe, 
being equal of every Eftate, and Choſen by the reſpetive 
Eftates 5, wiz. the Noblemen by the Eftate of the Noblemem, 
, the Barons by the Eſtate of the Barons; and the Burroughs 
* ' by the Eſtate of the Burroughs, for preparing Motions and 
Overtures that are firſt made in the Hoof or that the Houſe 
may Treat, Vote, and Conclude upon matters brought in plam 
Parliament , without remitting them to any Committee, if 
they think fit: Or that the Houſe may appoint Plurality of 
* Committees for any Motions or Overtures that need to be pre- 
{ pared or digeſted for them : Declaring hereby, That no Officers 
. | of State are to be Members, except they be Choſen. And heres - 
/ | by reſcinds the firſt At of the Third Seſſion of the firſt Parlia- 
! ment of King Charles the Second, and all other Laws and - 
; Cun, 
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Cuſtoms, .eftabliſuing tbe. manner of Eletjon, and Power of 


any Committees of Parliament, inſofar. as they, are not con- 
form to this. AF... So ſenſible was. the Meeting. of the 
Eſtates, that the Committee of Articles was according to 
late Cuſtom , Regulation ,. and. Practice, . an intolerable 
Grievance to the Kingdom, and a. high .lncroachment 
.upon the - Liberty... and Juriſdition. of. Parliament: ; 
that before the diſpoſal. of the Crown. to "Their. pre- 
ſeat Majeſties,, they made their . being relieved from 
it, one of the Stipulations, and an..Article of Contract , 


* 


upon Which Their, Majeſties, had the Crown. conferred 


upon them , and upon, Which the People agreed to yield 
them Obedience and, Sybjection. For,among ſeveral things 
which they covenanted as-well as provided, for the redreſ- 
ſing of, . when in the-Name both of themſelves, and of the 
whole People of Scorland,, whom they repreſented ,. they 
yielded up, and conveyed over the Crown of that. King- 
dom to William and Mary : This was the firſt Grievance 
"that they mentioned , and made it a matter of Bargain 
and Compact, as well as of Petition and Deſire to be eafed 
from it. The words that were propoſed and read-to. Their 
Majeſtjes in the Banqueting-Houſe, upon that Solemn.Oc- 
caſion of preſenting 'Them with the Inſtrument of Govern- 
ment, are as followeth. The Eſtates of the Kingdom of Scot- 
land do repreſent, That the Committee of Parliament, called 
the Articles, 3s a great Grievance to the Nation, and that 
there ought to be no Committees of Parhiament, but ſuch as 
are freely choſen by the Eſtates to prepare Motions and .O- 
wvertures that are firſt made in the Houſe, What ill Men 
mult they now be, that durſt adviſe a Prince of that Ho- 
nour, Veracity, and inviolable Faith, as His Majeſty» is 
univerſally known and acknowledged to te, to delay or 
clog the ſatisfying of His People 1n the foregoing. particular : 
Secing the meer procraſtinating and adjournirg he giving 
them contentment in it, hath a viſible and nature! tenden- 
Cy ;.if poſſible, to the weakning their Faith and Confidence 
both in his Truth and Goodneſs. It would, appezr, that 


ſome haye a_mind -to- make their Maſter .ſcem fairhlefs, 
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to juſtify their being truly ſach themſelves: Or elſe they 
have a deſign to vindicate King Fames's breach of all Sti- 
pulations and” Promifes, by. perſuading King William to 
do the ſame. Or, © which is extreme likely , they wonld 
by- His preſent Majeſty's -departure from that ſeeming 
Compact, npon Which he received the Crown , reflect 
folly and injuſtice gpon the Parliaments Depoſing che 
Late King, for his 'violating the Original Contra. 

But that we may diſcourſe intelligibly of that Commit- 
tee called the Articles, it will be needful to give ſome brief 
account both of what it originally was, and what by de- 
grees it grew up, or rather degenerated into , till it be- 
came at laſt an inſupportable .Grievance to the Nation, 
and rendred Parliaments either wholly uſeleſs, or mere 
Inſtruments for purſuing. and executing the King's Will. 
Now by what appeareth either from our Hiſtory, Records 
or Stature-Books, there was no ſuch thing ancientiy as a 
Committee, or Lords of Articles, but every thing was as 
weſl- originally -moved as: debated and concluded in full 
Parliament. For the firſt mention ' we meet with in our 
Records, of Lords of the Articles, is in the Year 1466. Un- 
der the Reign of King Fames the Third': Where we find, 
that upon the Convention of the Eſtates of Parliament, they 
not only choſe ſo many from among themſelves, to be 


. Judges in Civil and Criminal Cauſes, who are ſtyled' Ds- 


mini ad querelas , there being then no Judicial Court, ſave 
what the Parliament conſtituted from time to time out of 
their own Body : But that they alſo elected three Perſons 
for the Clergy, three 'for the Barons, and three for the 
Burgeſſes, to confider of, and. prepare matters fit and 
needfal for the Houſe to bring into debate, and to come 
to Votes and Reſolutions about, By which it ſeems that 
this Committee of the Articles had no auſpicious begin- 
ning, having its riſe under one of the worſt of all our 
Kings, and who came to the moſt unhappy and unfortu- 
nate end: However there appears no ſuch thing here, 
as that the Officers of State were to be ſupernumerary to 
thoſe choſen by the Parliament 3 or that-the King , _ 
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by himſelf, or by one repreſenting him, chofe any of them; 
but it-is evident from the Record, that they were wholly 
and entirely elefted by the States, themſelves.in Parliamenc 
aſſembled. And though the being an Officer of State, was 
never- eſteemed a ground diſabling and incapacitating a 
Perſon from being a Member of che Committee of Arti- 
cles; vet upon a peruſal of the Records, I do not find that 
any Officers of State made a part of the Lords of the Ar- 
ticles, until the year 1567. and their being then of that 
number was not ratioze Officii, but by reaſon of the Parlia- 
ment*s having elected them into that Station. For whoſo- 
ever confulrs the Records of Parliament of the years, 1467. 


1475. 1524. 1526. 1528, 1537. 1542. 1543: Will find - 


that the Officers of State were ſo far from being ſapernu- 
merary in the Committees of the Articles, that they were 
not ſo much as elected into that Truſt, nor had any room 
or place allowed them. there ; though it appears by the 
Records of all thoſe Parliaments, that there were Mem- 
bers choſen by,” and out of the- reſpeCtive Eſtates, ſome- 
times in larger, and ſometimes in leffer numbers to make 
up and conſtitute ſuch Committees. Yea, | cannot but add, 
That our not meeting with any mention ofthe Lords of Ar- 
ticles of the Parliaments Aſſembled, and held 1469. 1478. 
1474. 1484. 1483. 1488. 1489. 1491. 1493. 1505: 15415: 
1522. 1575. 1540.1546. 1551. is an Uundoubted Evidence, 
that the having Committees of the Articles was not athing 
of indiſpenſible neceflity, or to which Parliaments-were le- 
gally obliged ; but that it was a matter of Arbitrary Plea- 
fare , and that they were choſen or omitted, as the Houſg 
thought to be-moſt uſeful and convenient for the -manage- 
ment and diſpatch of their Aﬀairs. And though it cannot 
be denied, but that after the year 1567.. ſome of the Of- 
ficers of State were now and then thought worthy -by 
reaſon of their moral and intelleCtual abilities,to be choſen 
among others for Lords of the Articles, as in the Parlia- 
ments held in the years 1581. and 1592. yet it is moſt evi- 
dent, that they were not elected into that Committee by 
vittue and reafonof their Offices, much leſs ſac chere as ſu- 
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pernumerary to thoſe choſen by the Eſtates ; foraſmuch as 
in other Parliaments, particulacly in thoſe held in the years 
1587. 1592. and 1594. there is no intelligence, report or 
remembrance of them, in the Regiſters and Lifts of thoſe of 
whomthe forementioned Committees were made up and 
conſtitured. And that which puts it beyond all poſlibility 
of being controuled (fave either by ignorant, or by impu- 
dent and ſelf-condemned Men) that no Officers of State had 
right anciently to be of the Committee of Articles, unleſs 
previouſly choſen by the Eftates of Parliament, is the 37. 
AQ of Par]. 11. of Fames the Sixth ; Where Proviſion be- 
ing made by Law about the number whereof that Com- 
mittee ſhould be conſtituted ; It is, without the leaſt men- 
tion or ſuggeſtion of thoſe Officers of State, enacted and 
ordained, that the number of the Lords of Articles be equal in 
each Eſtate, and that the feweſt number of every Eſtate be Six, 
and the preateſ# number Ten. Yea o far were thoſe, ſtyled 
Lords of Articles, from having originally the ſole power of 
preparing matters, and of bringing in Motions and Qver-- 
tures, to be conſidered and debated in Parliament, exclu- 
ſive of other Members of the Houſe, who were not of that 
Committee ; that both at firſt, and for a long tract of time 
afterwards, they were not ſo much as a Committee of Ar- 
ticles of, and to that Parliament by which they were cho- 
ſen, and of which they were Sitting and aftual Members; 
but were only fo in reference to the next Parliament that 
ſhould ſacceed ; againſt whoſe meeting they were to pre- 
pare ſuch things as they ſhould judge to be moſt fit and ex- 
pedient to be then taken into conſideration ; but ſtill with 
a right as well as with a liberty reſerved to that future Par- 
liament, not only to receive or reject what ſhould be thus 
maturated and offered unto them ; but to admit whacfoever 
Overtures they pleaſed, that ſhould be made unto any of 
the Members of their own Houſe. It was the Ancient Cu- 
ſtom and Practice of Scotland, that the Sitting Parliament 
antecedently to its Diſſolution and Separating , ele&ted ſo 
many from among themſelves, who were in the interval 
betwixt that and the next __ to make inquiry _ 
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the neceſlicies of the Lieges, and into the State of che King- 
dom ; and accordingly to dfaw Up and prepare fuch'Over- 
tures, as ſhould carry chat relief and/remedy in'them, 
which-might.give a redreſs unto Grievances,” be'ameans of 
preſerving the Nation in ſafery, and of pforrioting the pro- 
ſperity, of the Subjects. Now from this harmleſs beginning 
of .the Committee of Articles, it hath, throngh the 'Uſar- 


pation of our Kings, eſpecially after their Succeſſlion'to the. 


Crown of England, and the remove of their Royal Abode 
thither, .and through the officiouſnefs'of publick Miniſters 
cothe Prince, and rreachery to their Countfey',7 grown up 
..-at laſt to that exorbitancy, tbat it is not only become bur- 
henſome, but intolerable. For by reaſon of the Parlia- 
ments coming at Jaſt to'commit the inſpeCtion into all Af- 
fairs, and preparing all remedies unto Grievances, into a 
few hands, and thoſe to be unchangeable during a whole 
Seſſion; Our Late Monarchs obtained ſach a handle where- 


by they might incroach upon the Juriſdiftion: of Parlia- 


- ments, and the Liberties of the People, that they ſoon im- 
prov'd. it to the eluding of all the good that the 
Kingdom was to expett from Parliaments, and to the 
. making-thoſe who were defigned to be the means of our 
fafety,. become the Inſtruments of our Ruin. For” the ac- 
- compliſhment whereof, and' the more'effenal- 'rendring 
the Lords of Articles, Vaſſals unto the: Monarch's 
: Will, and Tools for executing his Pleaſure ,” they firſt pre- 
vailed to have the Officers of State admitted into that Com- 
- mitree as Supernumeraries, and that, without being No- 
.. minated. and EleCted by the Eſtates in Parliament, they 
ſhould have a right to ſit there Ratione 'Officis, by vertue 
of the Imployments they held in the Government. For 
King Femes the Sixth, being by the adulation of the Engliſh 
Biſhops, brought intirely over to their Intereſt, as well as 
-to their Opinions, about Church Diſcipline and: Worſhip, 
-and-bavinga mind in requital to the Church: of Scotland, 
for all the kindneſs they had expreſſed to him, both in his 

. Infancy. and riper years, to obtrude npon them the Erg/ifh 
Ceremonies, he did in order to the more eaſie effeftuating 
| | of 
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- 1-06 it, ?flatter, .cajole, and bribe, as well as hnff, and awe 
| the>:;Parliament Anno 162.1. to allow the Officers of * State 
| 12:07: Siz{.as Supernimeraries, Without being choſen-in the 
;o er; Gammirree of Articles... And thushe forced rhofe Innova- 
-217 gidne;- commonly known by the Name of the Five Articles 
3::;51-16f- Perth, upon the poor Church of Scorland, having by 
--:thoſe Supernumerary Officers, not only ſo moulded the 

' Committee of Articles, as to paſs and prefent them, bur 
| thereby laid the Foundation of their being ordained and 
| enacted in the Houſe, And to make the Lords of Articles 
; 


yet: more grievous-and intollerable. King Charles the 
Firſt..( whoſe invaſions upon the Rights and Liberties of 
bis People, proved Fatal both to him and them ) overthrew 
the: Ancient, Method of their Eleftions, and bronght che 
Choice .of them into ſuch a Channel, as could ifſne in no 
-leſs-than Tyranny in the Soveraign, and Slavery in the 
Subjects; | For: whereas by Law and Cuſtom, the Lords 
wereto Chooſe the. Lords, and the Barons to chooſe the Ba- 
-rons; & cc Charles the Firſt did in his Parliament held Ano 
| 1633. when he was in the heigth of his Greatneſs, change 
and innovate this Method, and having diveſted the whole 
 reſpetiveEſtates,of chooſing ſeverally their reſpefiveCom- 
 miſſfioners, he aſſumed aPower to himfelf, with a right of con- 
ſigning it over to hisCommiſſioner in Parliament, for chuſing 
EightBiſhops,conſigning to the ſaid Eight Biſhops,aPower of 
.chuſing Eight Noblemen, and reſtraining to the ſaid Eight 
\ - Noblemen, - together with the aforeſaid Eight Biſhops, a 
. Power of chooſing Eight Barons, and Eight Burgefles ; and 
. that theſe in conjunction with the Officers of State as Su- 
pernumeraries, ſhould be the whole and ſole Lords of Ar- 
ticles ,. excluſive of all_others. Finally, to render that: 
Committee yet more inſupportable, the ſole Right as well 
as Liberty of bringing in Motions, of making overtures 
for redrefſſing Wrongs ; and of propoſing means and expe- 
dients,: either for the relief or the ſafety and benefic of the 
SubjeR, is intirely reſtrained unto, and lodged wholly in 
this Committee : Neither is it by our late Praftice lawful 
for any Member or Members, that are not of that _— 
; Clu 
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Club and Society., to make the leaſt. propoſal'or t16tiory; 


either for rhe repealing of an ill Law, or for the enaQing of 
a good. So that I would now hope, : that the meer repre- 
ſenting: of this Committee -of: Articles,” as iris now tranf- 
formed and degererated from-what -it: formerly was, 'is 
enough to juſtify the Votre of the preſent Parliament, 
about. the baving that grievance redreſlied, and to vindi- 
cate them from the Oblaquie they have lain under, for in- 
fitting upon having Parliaments looſened from 'thoſe Fet- 
rers. For where is the-Liberty of Speech, and Voting, ef- 
ſential co a Legiſlative Body, if Parliaments - muſt -be 
thus muzled? How is a- Kingdom eluded out of all the 


good that they expeCt from: any Parliament, if their Re-' 


preſentatives may neither lay open their Sores, nor offer 
Plaiſters in order-to their Cure? How miſerably wonld 
things have proceeded inthe late Meeting of Eftates, if no- 
thing was to have been before them, but what a Commit- 
tee, where Eight Scorch Biſhops were to have the Elefting 
of Eight Noblemen , and they together the chuſing of the 
reſt, with King 7ames's Officers of State Supernumerary, 
that ſhould have prepared Overtures for that Great and 
Illuſtrious Aſſembly ?: I dare fay, "That the being bound 

to ſuch a Method, would have more efteQtually fecured 
the Throne to King Fames, than all the Swords of his Par- 
tizans. Nor can Parliaments be deſigned for any thing , 
under fuch a Conſtitution of a conftant Commitcee, with 
the Officers of State jSupernumerary, but to enlarge the 
Prerogative of the Crown, and to levy Meney from the 
People. But Bleſſed be God, His Majefty wants not Incli- 
nation to deliver his People from this, and from all other 
Grievances, but only wants Perſons about him, eo ſer them 
in that Light that he may diſcern them. Therefore we 
complain not of His Majeſty for the delaying the Satisfa- 
Rion that his People waited for; but we complain of: thoſe 
11 Men, who told him, That to part with the Lords'of the 
Articles, was to throw away the brighteſt Jewel-of his 
Crown. Whereas it appears from what hath been faid, 
chat there is nothing deficed, whereby His Majeſty's 'Le- 
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gal Prerogative. can. be diminiſhed and leffehed, but that 
all. which is humbly-craved,, is che redeeming his Partia- 
ment and- People: from: an ignominious and burcthenſom 
Yoke; and their being reliev'd from the Thvaſion and Uſur- 
pations made upon their Laws and Cuſtoms, by the Crafe 
and..Violence of ſome of their Monarchs. Nay, the very 
' contending for the continuing the Officers' of State as 
Supernamerary in their Committees, without the' being 
EleQed: unto them by the Eſtates in Parliament, is both an 
Aſperſion upon the Wiſdom of the Parliament, as if they 
knew not- how to-pay the reſpe& and deference dne to 
thoſe Officers, till compelPd unto it; and a Refleftion up- 
on their Loyalty, as if no Perſons could be tender or re- 
gardful of His —_— Intereſt among the Commirtees 
of Parliament, unleſs received into the King's immediare 
Service, and brought under the Influence of Honours and 
Emoluments. But whoſoever ſuggeſts this unto the King, 
muſt. be one that is accuſtomed to draw other Mens Pi- 
tures by his own Original; and who by ating in all things 
himſelf. as a Mercenary , ſtrives to repreſent the reſt of 
- Mankind, as equally Baſe and Villanous. Nor can that 
Advice infinuated-into His Majeſty, of having the Officers 
of State Supernumerary in the Committees of Parliament, 
be ſupported by any .reafon, but what borders upon 
Treaſon-; which is the King's having and being obliged to 
purſue a ſeparate intereſt from that of his People; and as 
nothing would more Univerſally loſe His Majeſty the Hearts 
of his People, than the being wrought into a belief of it ; ſo 
whatſoever is likely to tempt them into fach a perſiaſjon, is 
at all times;  buteſpecially at this, to be induftriouſly ayoid- 
ed by the King. | 

The only. thing remaining , wherein His Majeſty's 
Parliament of Scotland fees to be miſunderſtood 
by him, is. their Vote concerning the Nomination 
of the.ordinary Lords of the Seſſion, and the Elefion of 
the Preſident. . For-that which they propoſe, both'as re- 
quired-by, and agreeable unto taeir-Laws, and as necel]z- 


ry in order to the equal Adminiſtration of Juſtice, is, That 
b the 
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Ws ; oe it rengne Saber: in SORRY unto rhe 
he harh Been prevailed von. to exert. an Authority ro that 
height and degree, that there ſeems no room Jelc for ary 
expedient, ' bot that either 'the "Parliament muſt'de Og 
from rtivir Vote, or that His'Majeſty would be pleas'd" to 
part with thoſe, who throvgh abuling his Goodneſs, Rave 
miſled him into att exerciſe of Royal Power which the Laws 
cannot juſtifie. "Ir witl be Suey reedful, that the Ken: 
der, in'orderto his being inabled't bl form a Right a and ii- 
partial Judpment-of* this perplexed. and*intangled "Aﬀair, 
ſhould be firſt made acquainted” wich the Vore. it ſelf, as 
well as afterwards be informed of what is to be ſaid in the” 
Y Vindicationof it. The Words therefore of the Vore are 
as' followerh; | The- King and Lucen's Hajeſties conſid idevinp,. 
That by the Laws of the Kingdom, when the place of an 5 Ord. , 
nary Lord of the Seſſion doth Vacate, it is to be ſupplied by the 
King's Nomination of a fit and qualified Perſon for jhe ſaid Of 
fice, and preſenting kim to the reſt of the Lords to be tryed, and 
admitted ar refefled by them : And that there is naw a total 
Vacancy of "the Lords of the Seſſion, by the happy change through ; 
the Bleſſing of God now brou ugh abont, ſo that there can be.no 
ſuch Tryal by the Lords ; and that when ſuch total Vacancies 
bave fallen out, the Lords were either p echo by King "and 
Parliament jointly; or if they were nominated by the King, the 
nomination was approved, and the. Lords ſo nominated, 'were 
. admitted by the Parliament ; ; Therefore Their Majeſties do De- 
clare, That they will nominate fit and qualified Perſons to the 
ſaid Offices, and preſent. zhem to the Parliament to be tritd and 
admitted 0 or rejected, by them: Likeas Their Majeſties with the 
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7 the tiowe being ; and incaſe of their mino- 
their Regent, they nomi fit and errand wind 


Sixth, anent the admiſſion of the Ordinary Lords of Seſſion, and 
Reformation of certain Abuſes therein : And the. 132.4 Att of 


the 93d Ad of the Sixth Parliament of King James the Szxth, 
Detlaring that the Preſident of theCollege of Fuftice ſhall be ele- 
Hed by the whole Senate thereof, being a Man of the Conditions 
and Qualities above-wretten, for chuſing and eleftting of whom 
the Kimg's Majeſty and Eſtates. diſpence. with that firſt part of : 
rhe Tnſtitution of the College of Fuſtice anent the Elettion of the 
Preſident, Declaring that in caſe of the abſence of the Chancellor 
and Prefident for the time, it ſhall be lawful for the Lords to 
chuſe and ele any one of thetr own number, whom they think 
qualified and worthieft, who ſhall be called Vice-Preſident for w- 
[ing of the. ſaid Office, ay and while the Return of the ſaid Chan. 
cellor 6nd Preſident. Like as Their Majefties, with advice and 
ccnſent aforeſaid, Statute aud Ordain, that the whole Qualifica- 
trons abcyementioned, be duly obſerved in the admiſſion of the 
Lords of the Seſſion, in all time coming, and that az well in the 
caſe of aitotal, as of a ſingle Vacancy. This being the Vote ſo 
declaimed againſt, and'in CUI" whereof, andinoppoſt- 
| | tion 
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which with an accoufit 
ofthefirft 4dminiſtrarion of CiritJofticowntheRingdodref 
Sroxdandithat we meerulich imvur Records: Fore 
of-Juſticeconfitioget thoſe called. CIDER che Seffion,. 
net-baving.deen infticucetiiche-Reigrof King Jomec:abe- 
Filehy.foo:t5 37.) The Adminiftration'of Juſticewas before 
her mer" Frets rr bur was «dif 
on rene Membetrof 'Pacliament usthe 
imheir ſeveral Seflions elected from: 


only thin bole Authority fm he Eſtates in Parkamenc, 


chow pfapehis Demnia xolktual any abogy ion ſocoſrenemiter, 


within the-Recorde-of Parliament, particularly in thgſe. of 
the ev men 4526.-1528- were ſuch Members asevery 
reſpeRive' Parliament deed: from-within:their own-Walls, 
foruberadminiftration. of Juſtice between the King and his: 

nd betweenoneSubjett and another. :From whence: 
i - that ic notenly appertained unto the-Parliamenr. 
reduthabJaticettientaly -adminiſtred, but charthe Righe 


ſuch aRight, Authority.and 


cer-rhie having been 
Jurifdiction-for-ſo\long - time, they. ſhould ſo wholly: parc 


fromyand-intirely farrender. it as: upon no:OQccafion org E- 
mergency:ivhartoerer to leave: unto themſelves :a'ſhare, or 
reſerve 4::corcernin it. + Let: us add: po-Nis,: That'when 
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and-authorized:thereanto. Norhad they. | 


in chem.of nominating end orgyainingthead-. 
rhinifiraacs of its, Which m kes. it very improbable; that af-. 
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a arwes bon to be Lords ef 
;Seſios, /or ge: of Ju as. appeats:by: the-g9% 
andricAftr of theaforementianed eg monary to tvis' 
forthe evident from the Records of Parliament, 'that:the 
Efjates ofehe Kingdom did often inſuceeeding 

Namioate,: Choote and: Impower, thoſe very Lords that 
were. aGualiy of the Seflidn, tocontinue/in the: Admittiftes- 
tion:of Jaftice, which ſheweth-:beyond all ragionatcontra- 

dictiooy” that they:could-mucty leſs: enter. /uporr the Offices 
as;ifirft;rwithouc' their being-Choſen-and' Approved by'the 
Eftatesin- Parliament. - Thus Anno 1542; bemg'the firſtof' 
Atary;. we: find the Preſident with-thereſt'of -the Lords of 
SeflionChoſen: and-lmpowered a new;: as And#orer ad: caus 
ſas;\for the tiearing and-degiding Civil and Criminal Cau- 
ſes. ++ And/again:we find/the Parliament of the :Segondiof 
Adary, Anno: 154.3: not only. ratifying: by the Legiſlative 
Authority of the-Queen and Eſtates, the-Iinftitution of 'the 
College: of Juſtice, but we find the Eſtates: alone nomina- 
ting and:choofingiad caaſas, the Preſident cams 0xeteris Dormi- 

nis: Seſſionis'& 'Collegii Fuftitiz.: ' Bur: forafimuch as'there 
was achange giver afterwards-by Laws-to' this Courſe:and 
Method; anda new: Regulation ordained by fabſequeny 
StawntesoftheCollege of Juſtice, wherein both:the qualitica- 
tians' of thoſe that are:to be Choſen Lordsof the Seffion,.and 


the manner-of their Approbation-are required and appoints! 


_ ed:-We. ave therefore obliged in the-next place tolook in-' 


to:thaſe Laws; and'to:examine whether chey gerrat from) 
the Prudenoe, and\weaker the: Juſtice of the Parliament; 
intheir fore-mentioned Vote ; or whether they not- only: 
Countenance: and Supppors, "bur: Juſtifie' and Vindicare' 
them.» ':And We'll begin with! the 9 3”: A@'6 Parliaments 


Jun 6. whereit being x That the Nominas: 
tion 
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"en aced- ory We wilkeherefors conſult Act 
rat is. FdintS, wherein beſides x" Repecition'and\a 
Z n-of uf] thatis'mentioney wnd-vrddiged inthe 
foxther Net; chere is further added;!7barnpone ſhdlt:be rhcvi- 
Place Thrkowhn if +be Coll: prof Fuſt nd11nleſd be-be 
e bole Colltze of © uſftite;: Nowrazthbſe 
unto; and regularting'the-Nomination, 
wrobaricry of eheEOrdinary-Lordwofee 
Go te 'Practive hacte been=in all Firnes 
: 'So thar”' the Firſt Partanjenc/vf 
| Kg Charles the Sebond, which through che' prevailing. vf 
the like Folly 'and'Madnefsin Scorland; whictr therrreigned 
in England, tobid'theKingdom of many:of iesRightwand 
. Privileges,”co increaſe and inlarge 'the''Prerogaciveiof:: he 
' Era; yer they were ſo tender of "makiag 'any.:Innova- 
tions /i7- this-/parrievlar, 'thatby'their Second \Attof thar 
Papliamenr* they Ordain, 7he Nomiearion of the-Bordriof 
vw to: remdin' as in forme» Times ,' preceding" tbe! Year 
- £6737::Atid* accordingly: 'we find as there haves: been 
ſeveral-,- who upon-fingle” Vacancies in-Foxmer: Reigns 
| had:'been rejeted' by | tis-»£.ords>"of--rhe -Eollege:of 
Juſdice;rthorvigh' *nonfinated by our- > 39: there nas 


| Leo or—o ro Builawdmn," whom Ehirlis theo: Second. 


" tad-nothinated” #rid* recommended; whoupon: exami- 

mation: by che'reſt'of ' the! Lords was irefuſect and; :re- 
* joted, as 4 (Perſon; nor; Qualified: accarding:toithe.Sta- 
: O__ the.Realm. Is not- Ur Rog unreaſonable to.be 
ima- 


of rhe Ordinary Eotdd of #be QOal- 


gg os; 
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imajjinedo/That:4hto King; who upon &. ſingle Vacancy 
»cannoti dooflieute ane Jud g2 Hl] be be examined : and-ap- 
:pcomeils ſhould pettergbeleſe.beigiteemed impon 
tare whaln He ok pI ollege of Joitice; wi 
-a;provious\f xarmination-and. Apprabation.?. Ho ABI 
dent:werecourn;Parliaments;\ and how. weak and: rid iculoys 
are-our.Laws, ifall-chat-is--provided for, be only. the re- 
-Rraining the: King.from! making one Judg. that is ang W; 


fied. and-at the fame trnme.to.allow hina Power arg. 
- thoriey:, of: making-Filteen; chat. .are unqual ed; .tor Nd 
-they/arexto de-efitemed,  riltbey; bave been. tried and 3 
proved2- There can-be nothing. more unqueſtionable,  t 
that they, who-are:nominacred Sy the King /to be. Judges, 
aught,: according -to the-Laws of -Soriandy'to be tried and 
approved:before they-be accounted or authorized-io fitand 
a+; and.theteforc; (there being, vpon.a coral Vacancy,.no 
Lords. of: the College, of Jultice.ro-cry, examine and approye 
- thoſe: whom the: King bath'nominated and recommended, 
it would: ſeem to-be;uncontrovulable by all Perſons pretend-- 
ing ea reaſon, and agquainced with-our:-Laws and Cuſtoms, 
"Fbat che Right of examining, and of admitting or rejecting 
them: comes to be devolved pon the Parliament; Which, is 
 the-whole chatiis /deficed inthe forementioned Vote, Nog is 
therezany' mean,-but that they eichermuſt aſcend the Bench 
without-undergoing a Tryal, or receiving/an Approbation,. . 
which: is: openly-to.Attrone' che - Laws; or elſe the Power 
and:Right. of approving,and.of accepting,or rejecting, muſt | 
- be acknowledged to-refide in the-Eſtates- of Parliament. 
* , Nor was thiscver denied them inthe Caſe of a total Vacan- - 
-.cy underthe.workt of: the foregoing Reigns. Which makes it 
the more doleful as well as Amazing,that through the Subor- | 
-nation-and:Crafty,: bue falſe inficuations-of -Evil Men, there 
 -ſhould:be.an:engeavour of wreſting it. from them.under the 
» -Reignof ſo-Gracious and Tempera'e a. Prince, whom they 
wick ſo:much-Alfection-and Zeal .calked.and.invited-to. che - 
'Fhrone;notohly in gratitude for his: having gelivered:them 
from Popery;but out.of a hope and-proſpec of his relieving 
them/fram-all their other.Grievances, -k bach hen gwendy 
369 | / | |, PIoye 
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L .fceſhly Conſtigced; farupomnrhe: 
Vacancy in. the. year. 4644s Which) was the firib-that 
Lucey teat the Iofticotion of. the: Lods:of-the Beffionz: 
the Parliament not. oply, Ghallenged-the-A pproving,' but! 
they. took--upon chem, ;the Joynt: Nomination-wirks: the» 
ing, of all che. Pegſons. $has; were:to-be admitted"imo:;; 
crenced, Members, of the-.Gollege-of: Juſtice.': Bur:; 
this Exarpple and Preſident s. Lwill-not infift- 'upon;jſee-! 


ing there, was ſomething unjuſt and illegab in it; as well?” 
as ſomething uſt;; and -legal- + For-nat: being: ſatisfied: 
with the Right. of admicting, to: which Law and: Reaſon -- 


gave them an unqueſtianable. Title,.chey uſurped -opory 


the.Crown,, and and took upon them the Power of nominanng;: 
which bad..been-granted by former Laws -unto-theRing;”- 
Let us therefore ſee what was-done- upon that:other:torat::: 


Vacancy» Which occurred. at the Reſtauration.of Chares i - 
when nothing-would have been:departed-from'by-he Cor 
that ke.con/d -haye withheld: without: the higheſt: Inaftice 
nar any. thing exher claimed or acceptediby-theP 
that they. could have ſacrificed or ſurrendred: withour-be-" 
coming  obnoxigus to..eminent _—_ ; and Per"everr- 


i 


ſigned: for. the Lords-of: below: the pprobationof thim: 


was ſubmicced- anto:the Parliament ;z:and-the Eſtares ha-: 
ving-/ in ful-Parlamenc; confidertd. them, they admitted-: 
and received: them. --1t-is true: that the: Paviiament did-- 
nat bring hem. fiogle \before them, and there Fry/and” 


Examine them 5. noe. becauſe chey- might: not. have.-done”! 
ity rw becauſe; there was na:need: of. i244 _ of: 
them 


eek FR ons | 
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cfiem of that Eminency, as to-beUniverfally Fas Netorigut: 
lrknowwito'hive the Qualifications required by the;Sta+ 
tutes=# Vet Yhough that Parliament was ina officic 

tewardoteOrbwn; wnd Loyal to that excels.to the.King; = 
a$tobe-Difloyd! itd their Cottitrey, and anfgithful to fheis 
Gonflitnents z; YetHr the'Second-Adt of? "hxlt Seſſion, 
| odhey 'reftore to*the 'King what had'been wreſte 
fromhimwnitheParliament 4 54r,they allpw'himnnomoxe 3» | 
reference. t0ithe 'Lords bf the College of, Juſtice, but che 
right\of nomination 2s the'Crown had enjoyed it, preceed- 
ingthe-Year'1637; Bur'Vhear there are ſome, who gnding 
His Majefly ntalterably'refolved-not to'departfrom the known . 
and-jufbdTaws'of the Land inthe Governing of his People, 
have therefore, :to clude the-force of what hath been. here 
Repreſented; and''to divert His 'Majefty from: hearknipg to 
the ——_ defires of bw mg vr in-this -matter; been' 
ilty of:the T reachery as well as the Impudence to fuggeft- 
ne on Majefty;: That:there is not her en Phot: 
thererbeing ofthe tifteen-nominate by His Majeſty for Lords 
of the Seſtion; three that were-antecedently ſuch ; and that 
it belongethy unto-them Three to. try and-approve the others 3 
and-thatiwhat the :Parliament pretends unto, being only in 
the: Caſe 'of a: total :'Vacancy, is here wholly Superceded ; 
and-ithat for any-to infift' upon it, is an incroachment 
upen-:the: Prexogative of tbe King, and a robbing of-the 
Lords ef Scion ,:of a Privilege veſted in them by Law, 
Now: thoall that. is here infinuated,} be rather the Offering 
an Aﬀeont to-our Underſtandings, than the Accoſting us 
with.a-reaſonable QbjedGion ; yet we will fo far condeſcend 
to. the: weakneſs of thoſe that are ignorant of- the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of Secatland, as to return ſuch a Reply unto it, 
which may not only convince all Mankind of the unpertinen- 
ey of -it,- but expoſe: thoſe thatare the Authors of it, to be. 
either loathed as.ill men, or ridiculed 'as filly. '- For-Firſt, 
Suppoſing that.S——wm——, No———, and M———, who. 
are all that-can. be xeferred unto- in the pretended ObjeRion, 
did ſtill:remain Lords of the: College-of TJaſtice, - by Reaſon 
of. their having formerly-bheen-fo : Yet they: are-too few to- 
conktitute a Seflion, which they .ougbt to-'be, before they 
| : : take. 


” 


take upon them to' Try and./Approve ſuch.as are recormend-. 


cd" unto them by-the Ki 


RE 
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merick willrhake Three to be. Norwill 


tertipts apaioſt he firſt and ſelf-evident Principles 
Sticiees;” and bf: the Mathetnaticks,” that: they have 


mn! 


Undetmining arid Subverting the Laws of -their'Countrey. 


Secondly, for ary Perſon named by the King'in order-to'the 
being Re Trn _ the «ns th —_ — 
approved hree, tho granted'to be Actual and Sitting 
Fords'of the College of Juſtice,” isexpreſly repugriant«to/an 
A& of" the 'Seffion it ſelf, conhrrved® by the: King's/Letter, 
An, 1874; Tt being/provided*by that AQ; That whenany 
'new Lords of *Seſhon ſhall'be'prefented by: His Majefty: for 
Tryal of their Qualifications; thatthey-ſhall Þc-prefent:one 
day in the Outer-Houſe,” where they are to inſpe@a- Proceſs 
that ſhall be carricd” to interloqueitor, and” from: thence:make 
Report of 'all the Points / therein contained, to: the whole 
Lords of 'Seffion 3 and then for-compleating-their:Þryal, 
- ſhalHit arfotherday in-the Inner-Houſes!and after the-bring- 
ing thediſpuce of ſome'point of -Law'to-a Periods; ſhallgive 
their Opinion about itin preſence of allthoſeLords of which 
that!Houſe doth:theh conſiſt. > Now  as:this Qrderand Rule 
isappoirtedito be'obſerved conſtantly in all time-coming,; a- 
bout the Tryalof Lords/\nominate by: the King.. and :to: be 
_ admitted; and hath been' accordingly -obfſerved:and- prafti- 
{ed ever' ſinice, till-the prefent : Vacaney3-10 it is evident to 
all-who havenot renounced commonenſe,/ that theRegula- 
tion, Otder,and Method of Tryal, preſcribed by the;foregoing 
AR; is altogether impradticable, whereghe Lords that are to 
be the Tryers,and Examinants;are tobe three.But then-third- 
ly, It*is- the moſt abfard thing: imaginable to: fancy, That 
becauſe Three of 'the' Lords now nominated: by; the i King, 
were heretofore Lords of :Seſtion, that therefare there bath 
not been a total Vacancy upow this late and:/happy Revo- 
kiti6n; 1 am Turexhac in the parallel Caſe, -,4Ano: 1661. the 
Parliaments infthe: Proface : unto... the! Statute, by; ch 
SH}. | , 388 they 
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Cown, nothing 'will'or can render ic 1o- 
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edy.they call it'a new and, intire no- 
A neither, could: Nor would | have 
P. JST, WE os judged the Vacancy. to be'rotal, and 


_ : id chree of -che Lards then nominated, by Charl-s the Se- 


cond, -V12.. Fr 
_.of. ;Seflion, and had fate in the College of Juſtice before 


C and L——<had been Lords 


that nomination... Fourchly, If--S N——— and 


M——'5 having,been-once Lords of Seflion be engugh to 
- hinder. the Jate-V acation of the.Seffion from being rocal ; 
than-T challenge all-the World to tell me what can eicher 


make-a ſingle; or: a total Vacancy ; yea, if thoſe Gentle- 


-. mens- Places were not voided after what had befallen 
them,and the placing others for ſeveral years in their 


room; 1-do'mnch.queſtion whether their death-can-make 
their Places; Vacant," and- whether they. may' not - be as 
well-ſfaid to remain Lords of the Seffion, when' they, are 


rotting im their Graves, as. to have: continued fo -in-the 

| State they were,” before His Majeſtics late 'nomination of 
chem: For'as they all had their Commiſfions during plea- 

- fare; tis; S==5-and N-——'5 were recalled and reaffum- 
--(edby -King Charles, 'of whom they had received them. 
-Anda1cake/ it for an undoubted Maxim, that -he who 


hachy Powerand Authority to give, ani giveth not- du- 
ring lite, may by the fame Authority take-away-ac Plea- 
ſure, whar he hath given: ' And (as for {=== who 


- had his Commiſion from King 'Fames, if his *Place be 


netrendered Vacant by his Maſters having forefaulcedche 


4 


Fifthly, "If theſe Gentlemens- having  begn- heretofore 


| Lords of the-College of Juſtice, bindreth che lite Vacan- 
cy from-being accountettrotal ; then His Majeſties nomi- 
ating them aticth, was nor only ſuperfluons in ic ſelf, but 


an injury unto chem:'For it wasthe bringing them to hold 


"rhat by*2'new Tile, which they had a'claim unto; and 
- 6ught to have been acconnted pollefed of by an ancient 


Right: - Nor are they obliged for'their Places to His Ma- 
jeſties Grace and Bounty, bat co his Juſtice. Sixthly, The 
F 


very 
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vanced unto the Adminiſtration, of Joie -or at Icalt of 


molt of them, was dire&edto the Eat of C——> who.ne- 
7 Which js.an 


y a 

the belief of any thing, though never its Ps and uny 

reaſonable, otherwiſe they would never talk at ſo ridi- 

culous and inipertinent a Rate. For, Firſt, there is go- 

thing granted unto the Crown by that A, but whac 
was 
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was its,ancient arid 'undoubred right :- inftead of. ſetling 
any new Prexonafive upon,the King, the Parliament does . 
only there declare what was anciently the Inherent Pri- 
vitezge of the Crown, "and an undoubted part of the 
Royal Prerogative of the Kings of chat Kingdom: Which 
I am fure that the trying, approving, and accepting or 
rqgeRing thoſe nominated. for Lords of Seffion, never was, 
that having bectt by. ſo many preceding Acts, of. Par- 
liament, which we have mentioned, ſecled. and veſted ja 
other hands.. Secondly, Whatſoever can be ſtippoefcd ta 
be granted unto the Crown. by Ad 11. Parl. 1. Charles 
the Second, it doth as much affect a fingle Vacancy as a 
total ; the words being, That ' it is an inberent Privilege of 
the Crown, and an undoubted part of the Royal Prerog ative of 
the Kings of Scotland to have the ſole choice of the Lords of 
Seen. Which can import no more, ſave that they have 
the ſole nomination of them, but -not the tryal of theis 
qualifications, ſeeing all along fince, both in that Reign, 
and in the next that enfued, the examination and accep- 
tance, or refuſal of choſe that were recommended by the 
two aft Kings upon emergent Vacancies to be Lords af 
the Coltege of Juſtice, were always certified tothe Actu- 
al arid Sitting Lords of Seflion, to be by them tryed, and 
admitted or rejected as they ſhould ſee cauſe. Thirdly; 
What the Gentlemen who make this. Exception would 
give the Crown with one hand, they take away withthe 
other.. For while they would Preclude the Parliamenc 
from taking notice of the qualificatians of thoſe, who up- 
on a total vacancy are nominated by the King, under « 
pretence that the fole choice of the Lords of Seffion, 
by the forementioned Statute Declared to be an Inhe- 
rent Priviledge of :the Crown. : They at the ſame eime 
feek to skreen and vindicate themſelves.from the Violati- 
on of the: other Laws that preſcribe the method of try- 
ing and approving thoſe who are nominated now. by. His 
Majefty for Lords of the College of Juſtice, by alledg- 


a capacity through having bcen tormerly Judges, and are 
| F 2 comnmul- 
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conirtiffionated to. try. and approve them. Fourthly,” All 
chat:fome apprehend to.be FO inthe T1 A& Parl. 
xi:Charles the Secand, is wholly Natratory,and no part of 
irScatatory;atileaft ſo far as our concernment lies in it,and- 
25wears therein referred unto other Acts for the know- 
tedge of what is:Statuted and Ocdained : Soupon our ap- 
plication unto,and conſulting of A 2. Parl; 1. Charles 2. 
all we:find::there enacted is, That it x an inherent+ Privi- 
lego-of the Crown, .and.an undoubred part of the Royal Pre- 
rogativve of the King," t0 have. the ſole Choice and Appoint- 
ment of the Officers of State and Privy Counſellors, but that 
he bath 'cnly the Nomination; of the Lords of Seſſion, as in 
"former times preceding. the .year 1637. and what that was 
we have already ſhewed,. and do find it to be foffar from 
interfering with,: or derogating from whatthe Parliament 
doth now infiſt upon and demand, ;that it both-warrants 
and juftifieth it, -- E may. fifthly ſubjoyn,” That upon ſup- 
poſition that:the A 11. Par. 1. Charles the Second were 
Statutory, which it.no. ways 1s 3, yet there is a "later Act 
paſgd 'in.the- ſaid - firft Parliament of King Charles' the 
Second, though unprinted, yet upon Record in' our Re- 
iſters of 'Parliament, and which was purpoſely made 

r the Regulation of the College of Juſtice, and about 
the admiflion-of-the. Lords of Seffion, as the very title 
and-fubrick bears ; :wherein all that we find Enacted, is, 
*Fhar'the King, inſtead of, having the ſole choice of . the 
Lords-iof 'Seflion,, ſhall only have the ' Nomination of 

.themz-'as the Crown ſtood poſſefed of it in times before 
theyear1635.and that their admiſſion in all times to'come 
ſhaltbe according to the Laws and Ads which were in be- 

* Ing before: the year which we have already mentioned. 
'So eharfancy. what they :will beyond this, granted unto 
the Kibg by:Act 1 1-yet it: is;-all, withdrawn, and reaſ- 

Aumed fromhim by:this later Act of April] the 51h. 

All thar now remains to befurther added on this Sub- 
je&; 1ofar as concerns: the controverſial part, is' to in- 
quire whether the King hath at all times the ſole Power 
and Right of_chuling and appointing the Preſident of 

| the 
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the Seflion? And, we preſume wich all humility to ſay, 
that by the Laws of. the Kingdom, and according-to 
ancient Practice and Cuſtom, he hath'it not, :nor. can he 
legally lay claim unto it, feeing by A& 93. ParL: 6. Fames 
6. Anno 1579. It uw Statuted and Ordained,'Thatithe Preſs 
dent of the College of Fuſtice ſhall be always choſen by; the 
whol: Senators of the [aid College. Which Statute is confirmed 
by A& 134. Parl. 12. James 6. wherein it is expreſly de- 
clared, That the King with advice of the Eſtates, doth rati- 
fie and approve, all the Atts made either by his. Majeſties 
Predeceſſors,. or by his Highneſs himſelf before, upon the -Inſti- 
tution of the College of Tuſtice, 'and the Reformation of the 
abuſes thereof. Nor can it be denyed, but the appointing 
that the Preſidenc ſhould be choſen by the- whole Sena- 
tors,. was deſigned as the Reformation of an Abuſe in the 


_. College of Juſtice, which: either had-»not- been. pro- 


vided againſt, and obviated in the ficſt Inſticution of the 
Seflon,or. which. had crept in afterwards: And as this was 
the Law about the Election of the Preſident, fo the Pra- 
&tice.. was always conformable thereunto, until that my 
Lord S— came to be conſtituted Preſident -by King 


_ Charles the Second, and was illegally oberuded upon the 


Lords of Seffion, without the being either choſen or ap- 
proved by them. For from the time of the making the 
Ad until then, there was not one that had ever late Pre-: 
ſident,, but who had been choſen by the Lords of the 
College of Juſtice, except Sir Foby G-—— , »who' upon 
being nominated and recommended by the King in the 
Caſe of the total Vacancy Anno 1661. was approved and- 
confirmed by 'the Eftates in Parliament: But. for the 
Lord P—, the Lord U-—;, the Lord C——;, Sir 
Robert. $ —, and the Lord D=, who .were all that 
had been Prefidents from 1579. uneil 16642: they: were 
everyone of them choſen and admitted by the, Lords 
of Szflion. Nor is it unworthy of Remark, that the. 
Lords of Seflion, upon every: Ele&tion they made of a 
Preſident, declared that they did it in conformity unto, . 
and in purſuance. of the Act: of Parliament. . And as. 

; - 1; NI0g, 
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King :Chaxles's departing; nom the Law im this |particy- 
lar, $314 . ans. of, the belt ſteps-towaeds Arbitrary: Power, 
ſo it; was, ,both.in- order.to farther Incroachments upon 
or Law an | Rights, and prepared the; way for moſt of 


the Tyranny chathe exerciſed afterwards. And as $S— 


aſſuming the Office of:/Preſidenz, upon the illegal choice: 


of the; aforementioned King, was both aw-Aﬀeonting, 
anifl Betraying of. che. known -Laws of 'the Kingdom ; 
19 his whale Behaviour in that Seation was of one piece 


and:complexion wath his entring upony it, being: a con . 
tinued Series of .Oppreffion, andl/'Freachery to: his Coun- 


try. : For befides. that all | his. Verdicts between Subje&t 
and Subject, were more ambiguous: than. the Delphick 
Oradies and the occation-of the Commencement of n- 
numerable Suits in: place of the: determining- of any; 


he was the principal Miniſter-,of all L——2=s Arbi- 


trarineſs , and of King Cherles's Uſurpations. / Nor was 


there a Rapine or Murder. committed. in thei Kingdom 


under the countenauce of Royal Authority, but-whar 
he was either the Author of, the Aflifter in, or ready 
to juſtifie. And from his having been a Military Com- 
mander, for aſſerting and vindicating the Laws, Rights, 


and Liberties: of. che Kingdom againſt the little preten- - 


ded Invafions of Chazles 1. he came: to. overthrow and: 


trample upon them all in the quality. of a Civil Offt-- - 


cer under Charles I. Nor is-there a Matt in the whole 


ingom of Scotland, who hath been more acceffary- 
to the 


Rebberies and Spoils, and who is more ftained 
and died with the Bloody- Meaſures of the Times; tharr 
this Lord. S— , who. his Majeſty hath been imposd- 
upon-to conflicute again Prefident of the College of Ju- 


ſtice. And as an aggravation of his Crimes, the hath 
rpetrated them: under.the vail of Religion, and by: 
orms of Law;. which is the bringing the Holy and/Righ-'- 


teous.God to be an Authorizer and Approver of his 
Villanies, and the making the Shield of our Protection 
to be, the. Sword of our. Ruin.. But-there being fome 
hepes thac the World will. be ſpeedily furniſhed "_ 

the 
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the: Hiſtory of his Life, 'T thall: ſay no 'more-of him, 
bur fhall leave him unto 'the expectation © and' dread of 
what the fameus Mr. Robert D-— fortetold would. be- 
al them him in his Perſon. and Family, and 'of 'which 
having taſted the firſt Fruits in- fo many aſtonithing In- 
ſtances, he may the more aſluredly 'reckom "upon 
the full Harveſt of it. And the Method he hath lace- 
Iy begun to ſteer is the molt likely way imaginable to 
haſten upon him and his, what chat Holy, and;'I might 
ſay, Propherical Man denounced againft them. For 
whereas the Nation-would: have 'been willing upon his 
meer withdrawing from Bniinels, and not provoking their 
Juſtice by crouding into the Place in which he had ſo- 
heinouſly offended, to have left him to ſtand or 'fall 
at the great'Pribunal,- and to have: indempnify*d hint as 
to: Life, Honour and Fortune here, upon the confide- 
ration of his having cooperated in the late Revolution, . 
and- of this having attended upon his Majeſty in his com- 
ing over to- reſcue and deliver the Kingdoms from Pope- 
ry. and Slavery :: He ſeems refolved to haften 'his. 
own | Fate, and through putting himſelf by new 
Crimes- out of the Capacity of Mercy, to force the. 
Eſtates of the Kingdom:to a-puniſhing of him, both'for 
them and for the old. But to return to: what we are 
upan, / about the Right of Eleding a Pretident -of the 
Colledge-of Juſtice : It is excepted, .cto what hath been 
faid; in proot that the Power is by Law in- the-Lords- 
of Seflion to chooſe their own Preſident ; that Sif Fobr: 
G<=—+, was; upon King Charles the Second's nomination, 
approved and confirmed inParliament, A» 1661: which . 
was a diveſting of the Lords of Sefton : of 'it, and” 2 
vertual reſcinding all the Laws by. which that Power. 
had:been- ſettled upon them : To-which-Inhave feve- 
ral-things'to reply, *that will diſcover both the: Imperri= 
nency 'of the Objection, and the Treachery. of thole 
who have infinuated ir'to the King. Ne '- , 
- Firſt, It is acknowledged in the very Exception, that- 
the fole Choice of Sir Fobn G— as Prefident, : was not? 
| in. 
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m King Charles, ſeeing the Parliament.had the Appro- 
Ning, Fowin and Admitting' of- him, -which- makes 
that caſe to differ very much-from .the Preſent ; in which 
the choofing of the Prefident is not only taken away 
from the Lords of the Seffion, but the approving and 
admitting of him is denyed to the Eſtates of the Nati- 
on in. Parliament afſembled. 

Secondly, What was done in Ordaining Sir Fohr 
G— Preſident, was not-a repealing of .the Laws, by 


which . the Chooſipg of. the Preſident is veſted -in. the 


Lords of the Seffion,: but was at molt only a diſpenſing 
with them in that extraordinary-caſe of atotal Vacancy, 
and in reference unto a Perſon of a moſt unſpotted In- 
tegrity, and unparallelled Knowledge in-the Laws. : Nor 
will any Man, pretending to acquaintance with Parlia- 
mentary Cuſtoms and Proceedings, reckon that a Law 
is therefore reſcinded and abrogated. .becauſe the Pars 
liament hath ſeen reaſon to ſuperſede it. in” a: ſingle; In- 
ſtance, and in a particular caſe. Laws. once Enacted 
and eſtabliſhed are never accounted to be abrogated, un- 
lefs by particular future Laws formally repealing - them, 
or by poſterior general Statutes inconſiſtent with, and 
deſtructive of them. Nor do Two or Three particular 
Inſtances, varying from, and repugnant unto them, bring 
them ſo much as into diſuſe and deſuetude; but. even in 
order to that, there muſt be immemorial Preſcription 
againſt chem, - and that without being diſallowed or 
complained of in Parliament. | 
Thirdly, Whatthe Parliamenc did, 4» 1661. inthe 
Caſe of Sir Foby G——-it -was not properly done by 
chem in. their Legiſlative capacity, but as a part of the 
Supream Authority of the Kingdom, © concurring .with 
the King in an AR and Deed of the Supremum imperi- 
#m, and illimited-Power of the Government, which the 
appointing of Judges for the equal adminiſtration of 
Juſtice came to be at that ſeaſon and conjundture, by 
reaſon of the total Vacancy. and the impoſlibility that 
eccreupen enfuced of Chooling and Ordaining.If —_— 
| -"—M 


UM 


UMI 


(39) 


of Seflion, whereof the Preſident is always ohe, in the 


ordinary Legal and Eſtabliſhed Mzthod:.” What the 
King and the Eſtates of Parliament did in*the' caſe of 
that Vacancy of the Colledge of Juſtice, 'was' much of 


_ the Nature of, and parallel unto, what the Eftates alone 


have done upon the late Vacancy of the Throne; where- 
in they a&cd not in the way of a Legiſlative Body, but 
in the Vertue of that illimited Power whiclr refided in 
them, as Repreſentatives of the whole People , and 
who knew no other Meaſures whereby to a&, but what 
lay moſt 'in a tendency to the Publick Safety. 
Fourthly, The King's having a Right to chooſe the 
Preſident of the Seffion, is diſclaimed and 'ridiculd by 
thoſe very Perfons that have adviſed him to challenge 
it: For my Lord S—, in whoſe Favour, and in pur- 
fuance of whoſe Advice, his Majeſty hath claimed a 
Right, and exerted an Authority of appointing a Prefi- 
dent, hath, by the Method of his entring upon that Office 
and Station, renounced the Legality of his' Majeſty's 
ating in that particular, and declared that he holds 


not his Place by vertue of the King's Choice and De- 


fignation. For after he had prevailed upon the King 
to elet and ſend him down Prefident of the Seffion, the 
firſt ching he did at cheir Meeting, and that in order 
to the throwiag the blame upon his Majeſty of all thac 
had been tranſacted before, was to wheedle that over- 
awd and pack'd Bench, to choofe him for Preſident of 
the Colledge of Juſtice : which as it ſhews the'Difloy- 
alty and Treachery of the Man, 1o it teſtifieth and pub- 
liſheth his Folly. For how eould they'be in a capact- 
ty as Lords of Seflion to chooſe him for a Preſident, 
that were not antecedently; legally, tryed and appro- 
ved themſelves? And who knowing their own unqualt- 
fiednefs, both as to Literature and good Fame, made 
his Majeſty's having nominated them, an excuſe frogn 
their undc-going a Tryal. For though it be both re- 
quired by the Laws, and was accordingly given out all 
along here, that they _—_ be tryed 3 yer: "oy of 
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them being conſcious 'unto/ themſelves how litele' they 
anſwered' the' Qualifications preſcribed in 'the Statutes, 
refuſedto/ fubmit 'to be examin'd} under/'a Pretence that 
they - would not thereby weaken his Majeſty's Right and 
Authoriry in” his having eleaed- them. And thus- the 
King's Authority is doubly expoſed; by thoſe who call 
themſelves the Ordinary -Lords of Selfion, in excaſing. 
themſelves from a Tryal,.' which was never deſigned 
they ſhould do, ſeeing S——, M-— and N-——, were 
both ' appointed, and faid to beiina capacity'to exatnine 
them : And then by him whois ſtiked Prefidene, through 
its being made a Stale for his obtaining the Name, and 
renounced for the Choice of the: Bench, as that which 
alone muſt give him! a Legal Title. Whereas if the 
King's Choice of him' be not- according: to Law, and 
ſufficient to juſtifie his entrance' upon his Office, Why 
did he abuſe his- Majeſty- in- telling him that-it was ? 
And if it be the King's Right, and a part of his Pre- 
rogative, to ele& the Pretident, Why hath he facrificed 
his Majeſty's Honour, and given away his Legal Pow- 
er, in the ſubmitting to hold the Office by any other 


Tenure ? Howlſoever we are come'to be Gainers by this '- 


Carriage of S—, how much foever the King is a looſer 
by it. For -his ſurendring from the King the Right of 
chooſing a Preſident, is a Vindication of the Juſtice of 
the Parliaments Vote and Demand. Befides, here is an 
end put to that Pretence which they have been endea- 
vouring to ſham upon the World, viz. That S— was 


only reſtored'to the Prefidency of which he was vio-- - 


lently diſpoflefſed, and that he was not choſen unto ic 
as unto a Ptace whereunto he had not a Right. So that 
either the Choice made at Edinbargh overthrows the 
Plea uſed at London, about his beeing. meerly reſtored ; 
or elſe that whereby they do here ſeek to: juſtifie his 
Majelty's Proceedings in reference to S—*s being, Pre- 
dent, condemns what the Protezs hath there. betaken 
bimfelf unto, of being eleaed by thoſe called the Lords 
of the Colleoge of Juſtice. To which I ſhall only —_ 
at 
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That; as he was never- Jegally Preſident before, ſo he is 
as little, Pretident -now,- His aſluming the Office. then, 
when; he «was not : choſen by the Bench, - as the Law or- 
dains,,made:him- an Uſurper;;- and his entring upon the 
Place again, upon the Choice of thoſe that are not Judges, 
by reaſon of their not being tryed as the Statutes appoint, 
leaves. him under the ſame Crime and Imputation. 

So that having now diſpatched, all that is either Hiſto- 
rical or Argumentative abour the ſeveral Heads in diffe- 
rence between-the Parliament of Scotland, and a few un- 
adviſed or ill deſigning Men abouc His Majeſty : I ſhall 
ſhut up this Diſcourſe with ſome Political Reflections up- 
on the whole. Whereof the firſt is, That it is not the having 
barely a good King that renders a People happy, bur much 
of it muſt ariſe fromhis having good Miniſters about him, 
For no Nation chad ever a better Prince than we at pre- 
{ent have, and yet we find there-is cauſe of complaint, by 
reaſon of the Ul Counſellors that poſſeſs his car.We do noc 
think that he entertains them out ofchoice, yet that will 
not give his People eaſe, though it may for a while ſup- 
prefs their Murmurings. His Majeſties being 10 little ac- 
quainted- with Men at his firſt coming over, might lay 
him open to be miſled in the choice of His Officers : But 
co continue to uſe them after he hath had ſufficient means 
as well as opportunity of knowing their Characters, will 
leave animputation not only upon his Goodneſs, but upon 
his Wiſdom. For as the People have no other way of judg- 
ing of the goodneſs of their Prince, but by finding his Ot- 
ticers and chief Miniſters to be ſuch : ſo if theſe be not, 
they may poſlitbly acknowledg #:;am to be a good Man, 
but they will never beleive that the King is ſo. And Mach;- 
avel's obſervation, That a wile King will always find wiſe 
Miniſters, is no more than what every Man is perſwaded 
of apon._ the firſt Principles of Reaton, and of common 
ſenſe. I do acknowledg, that ill Men have ways of ghruſt- 
ing themſelves upon Princes, which they that are. vertu» 


ous think too unworthy and below them to uſe. For where+ ., 


as the later arealways modeſt, and {eek no recommendagi» . 
ons 
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ons but from their own Merit; the formerare importunace, 
& can hoth flatter & bribe Favorites toſpeak-well of them. 
"Te whsa ſevere Predictionas well as Obſervation, which 
"the late Prince of Conde” made upon the ; News of King 
-Chaples the Second's Death, and of his Brothers ſucceed- 
ins him; vis. That he was like to be well ſerved, through 
having none about him, but his own. Fools, and his Pre- 
deceflors Knaves. How may Wiſe:Men then imagine 
his Preſenc'Majeſty is like to be. ſerved, who though he 
hath 'not' the Fools of the laſt Reign about. him,. yet he 
hath both the Knaves of that and of -the.former 2...Nor 
is it of any great advantage atleaſt to Scotland to be deli- 
vered from the Fools of the laſt Government, ſeeing there 
are weak Men enough beſides thoſe, -and ſome. of them 
truſted with the chief condut& of! the: Scotch Aﬀairs, For 
how elſe: conld ir be, thatiof -all the Pablick Qrdecs. re- 
mitted thither, there hathnot been one, which either the 
meeting of Eſtates, the Parliament, or the Privy-Coun- 
cil have not vored to be illegals In reterenceunto.,which, 
as we do acquit the King from all blame, | ſecing ;he can- 
not be ſuppoſed to:be acquainted--yer, :either. with-. the 
Scotch L.aws, or with their Forms, and does only; ſign;,whac 
others pepare for, and offer unto him 310 we arenot wil- 
ling to aſcribe it fo much tothe Treachery and. Malice of 
| his Miniſter, as to his ſimplicity-and weakneſs: Who though 
he may poflibly be-an honeſt Manzand indifferently veried 
in common Afﬀairs,yet-he hath no great knawledge of the 
Laws, and is but a Pany in the Politicks, by reaſon of 
which he comes to rely-upon other Mens advice, who. in- 
ſtead of inſtructing and afliſting him to ſerve the King, 
make him a Tool for promoting ends and deſigns di- 
rectly oppoſite to His Majeſties Service and Intereſt. But 
then I ſhould obſerve, Secondly, Thatonealegal top.doth 
lead to many : Nor is one Arbitrary thing to. be: fuppor- 
_ ted hut by another. Tt hattybeen hitherto taken for an 
undonbted Truth, That though the Eſtates Aſſembled in 
Parliament: have not alone a Legiſlative Power,..fo as to 
enatTaws withont the King," yet"that they haye the 
| | Supream 
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Supream and Uncontrovertible Power of declaring the 
Meaning, and Senſe of thoſe Laws that are already En- 
acted and Eftabliſhed. So that when the Parliament hath 
once declared the Senſe and Meaning of any Law, all 
Courts of Judicature, as well as particular Perſons, are 
bound to acquieſce in their explanation of that Law. And 
to diveſt the Parliament of this, is to {trip them of one 
of their chiefeſt Priviledges, and to detra& from and di- 
miniſh their Authority, which is Treaſon by the Law of 
Scotland. For it is exprelly declared by 4# 130. Parl. 8. 
Fames 6. That whoſoever in time coming ſhall take upon him, 
70 7 the Dignity and Authority of the three Eſtates, or 
ſhall Fek or procure the innovation or diminution of the Power 
and Authority of the Three Eſtates, or of any of them, ſhall be 
guilty of Treaſon. Yet when the Preſent Parliament had de- 
Clared the ſenſe of the ancient Laws to be,that the King in 
a totalVacancy could not appointJudges without their be- 
ing admitted by. Parliament, the advance that had been 
made againft our Laws, in. His Majeſties aſſuming a 
Right ”. Eledting and Authorizing them, hath been 1e- 
conded with an impugning, deſpiſing, and ſubverting that 
Authority of Parliament which we have been ſpeaking 
of. Nor hath the Invaſion upon Parliamentary Rights 
- and Priviledges terminated here, but there hath been a 
further afſaule made upon them, both by the Councils af- 
ſuming the Cognizance of that, which was lodged before 
the Parliament, and by their Actings determining in it 
contrary tothe Vote, and Declaration of the Eſtates, who 
are the Supream Judicature, and in conjunRion with 
the King, the one Legiſlative body of the Kingdom. 
For it is an unqueſtioned Maxim, That when. a matter 
is once brought and tabled before the Parliament, ſo as 
they have laid their hands upon it, -it is not afterwards 
to fall under the Cognizance, or Determination of the 
Council, - or of any inferior -Judicature, unleſs remitted 
exprefly unto them. by the. Parliament ir ſelf. And 
therefqrethe Parliament having given a ſtop to the open- 
ing of ic Seneca: to = ſitting of *s Seflion, cill 
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the King's further plgaſure was made ;khown-to them, 
and abt that mateer- ſhould. .be-;brought. co ſach an 
Accommodatiap., ias, was cenfiltent with the -preſerva- 
gon of ,the' Laws. of the Kingdom ,-;it was a high In- 
vaſion; upon; "the. Authority aud Juriſdiction of the Pat- 
Hament;, for the Council to meddle in; it. - But chis they 
were awd ynto.by thoſe. who had given the King ad- 
vice tg chuſe the Lords of Seflion and |Prefident;: and 
who ktiew.na way to juſtifie one —_— burby another. 
Yea, our Miniſters, in order to-make:the firſt Aet-of In: 
vaſion upon vo Laws which:they-had thruſt the King 
upon ſucceiglul, and to;;prevent, their receiving a baffle 
upon their firſt ſetting out onthe. road of. Arbitrarineſs, 
ſent menacing Letters to thoſe that were nominated Lords 
of Seflion, threatning:; them with/ ruin: if «they did not 
ſit. at Fa iethas they were « and had it not 
been. for thoſe. Letters, ſeveral had: forbora-to- a&;'as 
knowing they could. not lawfully: do:ieeAndas the ſend- 
ing thole Letters ſheweth that the. Miniſters: here were 
convinced that they had counſelled the King to'an ille- 
gal Thing, bur which. was to be ſupported in the: ſame: 
manner : So ,theſe Gentlemen of the long: Robe, who 
contrary to their ownJudgment, were :influencetl: to fit, 
and to tranſgreſs known Laws, have: declared how Un- 
worthy and Unqualified they are: tobe received and 
approved by Parliament, as Lords of the-College of Ju- 
tice. And to, Crown all theſe Miſcarriages in 


vernment with one more,, his Majeſties Miniſters being 
fully ſenſible, that they whom they call Lords of Seffion, 
were neicher legally. appointed, nor could legally meer 
and ſit, they therefore reſolved forcibly to ſupport what 
_ they hadunuſtly begun and done; and accordingly ;a- * 

gainſt the day and time thoſe Gentlemen were to ſit, they 
ordered all the -Forces, . which were drawn in umiial 
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Dgſign, than that for which the Parliament had conſent- | 
ed ta heinbelageniet and paid : So it had, been mugh 
ore; for his Majefties Honour, and the Benefit, of his 
Kingdow,thae they had been allimploy'd againſt Camjen, 
who 1s: ftitl making Inroads, and committing Rob eries * 
upon ſeveral of his Majeſties Loyal Sabjeas; 4hd who 
by. the ill .Condud and treaſonable Counſel of fome of 
his. Majeſties Miniſters, ſeems to have been connived ac 
and forbarn, fince the laſt defeat that was Bye him, for 
no other reaſon, bur that there may be a ſtand for other 
Rebels 3n dde cime togo unto. Bur that which I would 
obſerve, Thirdly, and iti the laſt place, is, That his Ma- 
jeſty for his own» Honour and Safety, and for the Peace 
and Welfare of bis People, ought to make ſome Change 
and Alteration of his: Minifters. | For it is evident, That 
they who are imployed-as Inſtruments of Oppreſlion, Ra- 
progcand Murder, under an ill Government, 'can never 
e of uſe .unto, .nor tor the reputation of a good. It is c- 
vident, That he'is betrayed, nor is ic fo difficult to know 
by whom,:and how. For Things ſp2ak, when Men either 
dare not,” or will not. And Advices are not to' be judg'd 
of by the Quality and Profeflion of the Perſons that give 
them,: but by the tendency of the Counſfels that are gi- 
ven. For example, They cannat defign well unto his Ma- 
jeſty, whatell him,” That he muſt not make hafte to con- * 
quer his Enemies, until he have firſt ſcrew*d up his Pre- 
rogative ; and that heis to improve'the dread his People 
are underof King Famrs, for wreſting irom them what 
he can, before he attack him. Again, they cannot intend 
his Majeſties Intereſt, who would have him overlook che 
Crimes and Treaſons that are daily. committed againſt. 
him , ſeeing the conniving at Rebels can only be to in- 
courage Rebellion. Again, they who adviſe him to be 
King only of a Party, and not of the whole People, have ' 
a mind he ſhould be-King of none.” And cocoumftethins” 


_ either not to uſe thoſe in his Service who are both wil- 


ling to ſerve him, and would do it with the utmoſt Fide- 
delity ; or to uſe choſe whoſe Carriage ſpeaks them to be 
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in the Intereſt of his Enemies, it is to have him betrayed 
inſtead of being ſerved. Nor can they be for his Con- 
tinuing upon the Throne, who would have hindred his 
Aſcent unto it. And whoſoever embarraſſeth him with 
his Parliaments, and by it retards Succours for the Su 
port of the War, can mean no leſs than that his Majeſty 
and his Kingdom ſhould become a Prey to King Fuumes, 
and to his Brother of France. And they who counſel 
him to ga'on where hisPredeceſlor left off, have a mind 
to ſee a new Abdication, though they were not for the 
Old. But what might be ſaid upon this Head, requireth 
rather an ifitire Diſcourſe, than to be confined unto a 
ſhort Remark. And therefore all I ſhall add is, That as 
his Majeſty muſt be infallibly loft, withone a ſpeedy 
Change as to ſome of his Miniſters, ſo he needs not to 
fear them, ifthey be but once thruſt out of his Councils; 
arg ray hure that they-are able to do him, is through 
their being there. And it he will but own himſelf, and 
aſſert hisown Intereſt, he will have enough of thoſe: to 
ſtand by him, who haje no Intereſt but what is his. 
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Sign'd by the greateſt Part of the 
MEMBERS of the Parliament 


SCOTLAND: 


Deliver'd to His MAJESTY at Hanpton - Court, 
the 15th. day of Offober, 1689. 
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TO THE 
| 
K I N GY 
Moſt Excellent Majeſty : 
The Humble Repreſentation of the Lords and . 


Commiſfuners of Shires and Burroughs of the 


Kingdom of Scotland,[inderſubſcribers,and 
Members of this Current Parhament, now 


Adjourned till the Eighth of Otober next. 


Othing ſave the great and general Surprize of this 
N long diſtreſſed and at preſent unſettled Kingdom, 
upon the late Adjournment of Your moſt Loyal 
Parliament for ſo long a time, and in ſo critical a 

( ſeaſon, with the deep Concern of Your Royal Intereſt therein, 
could poſſibly have induced us to this ſo neceflary a Petition. 

But the viſible Con{ternation and Diſcouragemeat of thouſands 

of Your good Subjects, delayed in the Relief and Comfort 

which at this time they aſluredly expected, with the Advan- 

tages that We apprehend Your Majeſtics Enemies, both within 

? and without the Kingdom, ma y think to reap by ſuch an In» 
| I z terruption, 


” 


UMI 


{ 60.7] 

rerruption, being our only Motives, We cannot, We dare -not 
be filent. And therefore to prevent theſe evil Conſequences, 
We in the firſt place moſt ſolemnly Proteſt and Declare, in the 
Preſence of God and Men, Our conſtant and inviolable Fide- 
tity and Adherence to Your Majeſties Royal Title, Right and 
Intereſt, ſo frankly and chearfully recognoſced by Us in this 
Current Parliament, wiſhing and praying tor nothing more un- 
der the Sun than Your long and proſperous Reign, as that 
wherein the Security of all our Lives and Liberties, and alſo 
of our Holy Religion, more dear- to Us than both, is intalli- 
bly included. It was the Perſwaſion we had of the Juſtice, as 
well as the Neceſſity, of Your Majeſty's Heroic Undertaking 
for the Delivery of theſe Kingdoms, with the Convittion of 
the Divine Confirmation that appeared in its Glorious Succeſs, 
that moved moſt, if not all of Us, to endeavour and concus 
moſt heartily in the Iate Meeting of Eſtates, for the Advance- 
ment and Eſtabliſhment of Your Majeſty upon: the Throne, 
when. ſome diſcovered. their DifaffeQtion, and were too open 
Retarders and ObſtruQers of that good Deſign : And it is from 
the ſame true Aﬀection and Zeal, that we do now moſt hearti- 
ly make the above-mentioned Proteſtation, to obviate all the 
Miſconſtructions Your Enemies may make in this Juncture. 

' Nor are we leſs aſſured of Your Majeſties moſt ſincere and 
gracious Intentions, to perform for us to the utmoſt, all that 
the Eſtates of the Kingdom have either demanded, or repre- 
ſented as neceſlary and expedient for ſecuring the Proteſtant 
Religion, reſtoring their Laws and Liberties, and redreſling of 
their Grievances, according to Your Majeſties Declaration for 
this Kingdom. Neither can it be imagined, that ſo wife and juſt 
a King as YourMajeſty, will ever be perſwaded, that fo Loyal 
a Parliament as this, can be induced either to wiſh or deſign 
any Prejudice.to, or Diminution of Your true Intereſt and 
Prerogative ; but ſuch as have ſlaviſhly ſerved and flattered 
_ Arbitrary Power and Tyranny, will be always nn Fore 
their 
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their own ſiniſter Ends, to ſtate a ſeparate Intereſt betwixt King; 
and People, a Practice which we are confident Your Majeſty 
abhors. | | 

But that we may clear.our ſelves upon this preſent occaſion. 
to Your Majeſty's tull ſatisfaction, and refuting of all Miſrepre- 
ſentations we can incur on any hand, we ſhall briefly rehearſe 
to Your Majeſty, the Votes paſs'd in this preſent Parliament, 
to which the Royal aſſent is not given, with ſuch ſhort Refle- 
Qions, as we hope may tend to the better Vindication of all 
concern'd. | | 

The Firſt At upon which the Vote of Parliament has paſs'd,,. 
is, That declaring the Priviledge of rhe Eſtates of Parliament zo 
Nominate and Appoint Committees, as they ſhall think fit ; and. 
excluding theretrom the Officers of State, unleſs they be cho- 
ſen: And omitting what the Parliament hath already repreſen- 
ted co Your Majeſty as reaſons of their Vote; it is humbly con- 
ceived,” that this'A is exaCtly framed to the excent of that. 
Grievance, which together with the rell, is defired in the /- 
ſftrument of Government, to be redreſſed unto us in Parliament. 

The Second, was an AE Abrogating the AQ of Parliament 
1669, aſſerting the Kings Supremacy over all Perſons, and inall- 
Cauſes Eccleliaſtical ; and this At is ſo exatly-conform to the 
Second Article of the abovementioned Grievances; and the fore: 
faid AQt of Supremacy in it ſelf is ſo dangerous to the Proteſtant. 
Religion, as well as inconſiſtent with the Eſtabliſhment of any 
Church-Government, that we doubt. not Your Majeſty will 
ever. approve all that voted to it. 

The Third, is an AR anent Perſons not to employed in pub- 
lick Truſts; and all the Ruins and Difſtreſles of this Kingdom, . 
have ſo certainly flowed from the Perſons therein noted, eſpe-- 
cially, ſuch as by their contriving of; and concurring in the 
Diſpenſing Power, have thereby eminently indangered our Re- 
ligion, and overturned all the Fences of our Liberties and Pro-- 


perties (which we have.good Ground to believe the Funlmnons 
| would : 
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would have extended but to few Perſons) And your Majeſty 
in Your Declaration, hath ſo juſtly charged the fame upon 
-evil and wicked Counſellors ( the only Perſons pointed at in 
this AR) that we are perſwaded that You will find it abfo- 
lutely neceſſary for attaining all the Ends of Your Majeſty's 
glorious Undertaking for our Relief, | 
' The Fourth, is an A& concerning the Nomination of the 
ordinary Lords of Seſſion, and the Eleftion of the Preſident, To 
wit, that in a total Vacation they be tryed, and admitted or 
rejected by Parliament, and in a particular Vacation they be 
tryed and admitted, or reje&ted by the other Lords: And that 
the Preſident be choſen by the Lords themſelves, conform to 
.our od Practique and expreſs Statute. And this Act is fo agree- 
able to Practique Laws and AQts of Parliament, and fo rteceſ- 
fair for the true and equal Adminiſtration of Juſtice (the great 
ſecurity of all Kingdoms ) that Your Majeſty will unqueſtio- 
nably approve it. gy 

"The Fifth and laſt is an AQ Ordaining the Presbyterian 
Miniſters yet alive, who were thruſt out ſince the Firſt of 
Fanuary 1661, for not Conforming to Prelacy , and not com- 
plying with the Courſes. of the Time, to be re/ffored. And 
this Act is init ſelf ſo juſt and ſo conſequential from the Claim 
of Right, and agreeable to Your Majefties Declaration, that 
leſs in common Equity could not be done. And here Your 
Majeſty may be pleaſed to conſider, That tho' Prelacy be now 
by Law abolithed,yet theſe few Miniſters,not exceeding Sixty, 
{tho' reſtored, as they tare not, for want of the Royal Aflent 
ro the forefaid At) would be all the Presbyterian Miniſters 
legally eſtabliſhed and provided for in Scotland. 

It is not unknown to Your Majeſty what have been the 
fd Contuſions and Diſorders of this diltreſied Country under 
Prelacy, and for want of its ancient Presbyterian Govern- 
ment; and now the whole We/t, and many other Parts of 
Scotland, are at preſent deſolate and deſtitute, having only Mi- 
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niſters called by the People upon the late Liberty, without 

any Benefice or Living, or convenient Place to Preach in. It 1s 

alſo certain, that there are many Hundreds of forefaulted and 

fined Perſons who are yet waiting to be reiſtored and re- 

founded, according to the Claim of Right, and Your Majcitics . 
Gracious Inſtrutions thereanent.- 

Ir is true, the laſt Thing propoſed by Your Maj:ſties Com« 
miſttoner in Parltament, was a Supply of Money for Mainte-- 
nance of the Forces fo neceſlary for our-pretent Defence ; and 
Weſhould have proven our ſelves ungratetul to Your Majeſty, , 
and falſe to our own Intereſt and Security, if We had ab!o- 
lutely refuſed it: But there being a ſufficient and certain Fund 
to maintain all the Forces, and ſupport all other incident Char-- 
ges of the Government for ſome Months ; all that we deman- 
ded was, That ſome things viſibly neceſlair for SatisfaQtion of 
the Country, and the better enabling and diſpoſing them to. 
pay the ſaid Supply, might be firſt expeded. We are confi- 
dent that the Vote of Parliament, which was only for a ſhort 
—_ will not give Your Majeſty the leaſt. ground of Ot-- 
ence. 

And now having preſumed to lay theſe Things before Your 
Majeſty with all humble Submiſſion, purely out of Duty for 
preventing the evil Conſtructions of Your Majefties Enemies, . 
and for our own juſt Vingication ; We moſt humbly beſeech.. 
Your Sacred Majeſty Graciouſly to Conſider what is here repre- 
ſented; and in Proſecution of Your Majeſties Acceptance of . 
the Claim of Right, and Your Declaration emitted _.for this. 
Kingdom, to take ſuch Courſes as You in Your Royal Wiſdom - 
ſhall think fit, for Paſſing the foreſaid AQts of Parliament, and. 
Redreſling all our other Grievances. And We Your Majelties . 
moſt humble Petitioners and faithful Subjects, fhall, as in - 
Duty bound, ever Pray for Your long and proſperous Reign - 


over Us. 
FINIS.. Ps 


